
CHAPTER XVII 

MILLS AND STORES 

:MILLS AND MANUFACTURES 

The first public utilities of the early New England towns were saw 
and grist mills. They were generally founded upon a gratuity of 
land or money and were sometimes given a monopoly of business 
in their line, with rates of toll or charges for sawing fixed by law or 
made a condition of their grant. In some instances the sawyer was 
allowed one-half the product or every other board sawed, as his share. 
In Rindge, as in other Masonian towns, a settler's right of three 
original lots was reserved, the sale of which was us-ed as a gratuity or 
encouragement for any settler of responsibility who would build a mill 
and agree to saw lumber at a price fixed by the proprietors. Such a 
mill, at the outlet of Grassy Pond, if not built by him came into the 
possession of Josiah Ingalls, who gave bonds that he would saw all logs 
delivered at his mill at a price fixed by the proprietors of the town
ship. (See statement of Abel Lawrence, chapter IV, Rowley Canada.) 
In Jaffrey no mill right was reserved, presumably because there was 
a saw mill already built by the proprietors of Rowley Canada. 

The early saw mills were of the up-and-down type, and were made 
principally by local workmen, with the exception of saw and crank, 
which were for many years imported from England. The crank was 
of iron and weighed about 175 pounds. It was firmly imbedded in 
the end of the water wheel shaft which was of wood. A sweep or 
pitman from this crank reached up to the center of the saw frame 
and propelled it up and down between posts which carried smooth 
round rods on which the connections with the saw frame moved the 
length of the stroke. The posts were firmly framed into a heavy 
cross beam overhead. The carriage on which lay the log passed 
between the posts and was moved forward to the saw by intermittent 
action of a ratchet wheel, commonly called a "rag wheel," on the 
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end of a wooden shaft extending under the saw mill carriage and 
geared thereto by wooden cogs. As the saw cut only on its down
ward stroke, the carriage must of necessity remain motionless during 
the return of the saw to its elevated position. This intermittent 
motion was accomplished by two pawls, one of which pushed against 
a rack on the periphery of the wheel, causing the under shaft to re
volve sufficiently to carry the log forward the depth of the down
ward cut, which was usually three-eighths of an inch, the carriage re
maining stationary on the backward movement of the pawl. An 
independent mechanism deriving its power from a smaller water 
wheel returned the carriage to its place at a speed much greater than 
in its forward or cutting movement. 

Much ingenuity was expended on these machines; and those of later 
years, such as were used in the Jaffrey mills, had an automatic device 
to shut off the water from the main water wheel and set the smaller 
or flutter wheel in motion without interposition of the sawyer. To 
avoid sawing into the tail block on which the log rested, the revers
ing mechanism was timed to act about two inches before reaching 
the end of the cut, leaving the boards of a log, or stock as it was called, 
connected in the original position by the uncut ligament at the end. 
The stocks were afterward broken apart, and it was the carpenter's 
work to smooth down the rough stub-shots, or stub-shorts, as they 
were called, before they were used. The skill of the sawyer was in a 
measure judged by the length of his stub-shots. 

With a well made mill kept in repair excellent work was accom
plished, and boards of much greater width could be sawed than on the 
later improved so-called rotary mills. A good working mill under 
favorable conditions made about one hundred fifty strokes a minute, 
and a good sawyer was able to saw from three thousand to thirty-five 
hundred feet of lumber in a day. 

THE SQUANTUM MILLS 

In 1763, ten years before the incorporation of the town of Jaffrey, 
Jonathan Hopkinson (see Volume II) bought of Robert Boyes, a 
speculator of Londonderry, two one-hundred-acre lots of land in the 
extreme southeast corner of the township, then Middle Monadnock, 
with a reservation "to the owners thereof of two mills on the premises, 
Viz a saw mill and corn mill," so long as they were kept in order for 
the benefit of the township. Hopkinson was himself a housewright 
and joiner, and evidently soon afterward acquired ownership of the 
mills, as in 1764 the Rindge records show that he sawed lumber for 
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the first meeting-house in the place. In 1768 Hopkinson sold his 
land and mills, the property enhanced by a "Mansion House," to 
Ephraim Hunt from Concord, Massachusetts. Ephraim Hunt, the 
previously supposed pioneer of this section of the town, instead of 
being limited to the cramped quarters of a log cabin, found himself 
comfortably established in a "Mansion House," with two mills ready 
built. 

Tradition and all available records support the assumption that 
these two mills were those erected by the Rowley Canada proprietors 
about 17 43, upon a gratuity of sixty-one pounds collected on sixty
one settler's rights in the Massachusetts township of Rowley Canada. 
This mill was upon the upper mill privilege of the Annett Manufac
turing Company in Squantum Village, where a part of the original 
foundations may still be seen. The old mill remained in operation 
for practically one hundred years, being replaced by a mill nearly 
double its size built by Emerson Hale between 1840 and 1843. The 
grist mill, which in early days served a population for twenty miles 
around, was in the basement of the mill. The old mill was well 
remembered by men recently living, and was aptly described by 
George Stratton as an ill-looking old structure, when as a boy he was 
sent there with his grist. Nevertheless, could its proper likeness be 
found to-day it would command its weight in silver as an adornment 
of the pages of this book. 

To this old mill came Richard Peabody with logs for his good house 
and barn. Here was sawed the lumber for Benjamin Prescott's two
story frame house; here the settlers came with their grists from far 
up and down the Old Boston Road. There was no busier place in 
town. The mansion house soon had an annex used for a store that 
likewise served as center of trade for miles around. 

The successive owners of the first mill after the Rowley Canada 
proprietors were Jonathan Hopkinson, to Ephraim Hunt in 1768, 
to John Eaton in 1774. John Eaton, a versatile character and 
Jack-of-all-trades, introduced the business of wood turning and is 
said to have manufactured flax wheels. He turned the thousands 
of spindles or balusters that made up the balustrade that crowned 
the walls of the pews in the old meeting-house at Jaffrey Center. On 
December 31, 1778, Eaton sold his mansion and mill property to 
James Cutter of Rindge, and at this time bought lot 19, range 10, 
which extended from the wall at the rear of the present cottage of 
Miss Marie Nichols southward to the Rindge line, a considerable 
part of the lot being covered by Contoocook Lake, and built a house 
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on the lot, the location of which is indicated by a depression in the 
ground south of the summer cottage of Edward B. Stratton. Two 
large pines are at present growing in the former cellar. 

James Cutter owned the Squantum saw and grist mills until his 
death, April 12, 1790. On July 16, 1791, Benjamin Prescott, ad
ministrator of Cutter's estate, sold the original property with the 
addition of twenty acres of land across the line in Rindge directly 
south of the present Squantum Village to Captain David Sherwin, 
whose father owned the Sherwin Hill, still so-called, in Rindge ad
joining the Jaffrey line. Captain Sherwin was a man of character 
and enterprise (see Volume II). He added to the former business 
that of taverner and storekeeper, the place being on the old Boston 
or County Road, and on the Rindge addition beside a never failing 
spring of pure water he had a "potash" for the manufacture from 
wood ashes of potash and pear lash. In 1794-5, as shown by the Jaffrey 
tax record, Sherwin sawed sixty thousand feet of lumber and ground 
two thousand bushels of grain. On June 30, 1795, Sherwin sold the 
property and business he had established to his neighbor, Benjamin 
Prescott. The successive owners now were Nathaniel Ingalls, son
in-law of Ephraim Hunt, former owner, to 1802; Benjamin Prescott, 
Jr., 1802 to 1803; Deacon Benjamin Kingsbury, miller, storekeeper, 
taverner, preacher, and manufacturer of nails, 1803 to 1817. Deacon 
Kingsbury sold to William Buckley, son of John Buckley of Jaffrey. 

After three years of financial hard sledding Buckley sold or as
signed the property to William Ainsworth in July, 1820, who deeded 
the mills, mill yard, water privilege, and five acres of land previously 
occupied by William Buckley, to Sewell Gould, who lived near-by on 
the present Garfield farm, and the homestead and other lands to 
William Walton, who had previously lived in the extreme east part 
of Rindge. From this time Gould carried on the saw and grist mill 
business until his death, December 29, 1826. The following month 
the property was advertised for sale as follows: 

Saw and grist mill with two run of stones, situate in the southeasterly part of 
Jaffrey, one half mile from turnpike Boston to Keene, one half mile from school 
house, and at junction of five roads. Mills in good repair and as well situated 
for a great run of business as any mills in the vicinity, and equal to any in a dry 
season. About five acres of land with a blacksmith shop. The dam is firm and 
durable, made with stone and gravel. Possession given February next. Inquire 
at mills or of Oliver Prescott, Admr. Jaffrey, Nov. 1, 1827. 

Meanwhile, William Walton, owner of the mill homestead, con
veyed, April, 1823, land on the stream west of Gould's mills to his 
son-in-law, Mark Marvle, as will appear later. Walton sold his 
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homestead seven months later, November 24, 1823, to Isaac S. ·Whit
ney of Jaffrey. On October 25, 1825, Whitney sold the lots previously 
owned by Wal ton to John A. Prescott, also excepting the house lot 
on the north side of the road, the present Annett homestead, which 
he sold ten days later to his mother, Hannah Ockington. On No
vember 29 she quitclaimed to John A. Prescott, property "on which 
sd I. S. Whitney's dwelling house, store house, woodhouse and shop 
now stands." 

John A. Prescott, then thirty-two years of age and beginning a 
career of development that with the resources at his command has 
seldom if ever been equaled in Jaffrey, in the next few years built or 
moved six houses in what is now Squantum Village, a labor to which 
his brothers, Oliver and Eldad, contributed by building the two starch 
factories (as will appear later). He owned saw mills and grist mills, 
built and operated blacksmith shops and stores. As contractor he 
built the house on the town farm, now the summer home of Clement 
R. Lamson, Esq., of Boston. He engaged in farming and lumbering, 
owned mountain pastures, dealt in cattle, superintended the construc
tion of the Baptist Meeting-house, made money, and lost it as a mat
ter of course. He engaged largely in town business; was selectman 
and County commissioner; built roads and bridges. He liked to 
play a lone hand; it does not appear that he ever had a partner. He 
manufactured lumber, chairs, and household woodenware. At some 
time he came into possession of Mark Marvle's shop on the lower 
mill privilege, which he probably removed, and built the two-story 
shop which stood on the premises until about 1920, when it was torn 
down and an up-to-date saw mill built in its place by the Annett Box 
Company. 

From 1825 to October 8, 1836, John A. Prescott managed his prop
erty interests with apparent efficiency and success, when he sold his 
mill property to Burleigh French and William Emerson of Wilton, 
New Hampshire, experienced mill builders and operators who made 
immediate improvements upon their new holdings. William Emer
son bought from Prescott the so-called Moors place in Squantum 
Village, built by John A. Prescott; and Burleigh French lived in the 
house now owned by Mrs. Anna E. Robbins. In 1838-9 French and 
Emerson built a new grist mill on the property at the rear of the saw 
mill and on the site of the brick boiler room and engine house built 
by Annett Manufacturing Company in 1904. This new grist mill 
had three run of stones, making it probably the most complete in the 
vicinity at that date. The following year, 1839, French sold his 
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interest in the mills, the whole property remaining under a mortgage 
to Prescott until 1841, when the obligation was discharged by sale of 
a part interest to Emerson Hale of Rindge, who about 1842 built a 
new and much enlarged and improved saw mill on the site of the old 
Rowley Canada mill, then nearly a century old. Emerson Hale, a 
farmer in Rindge and man of considerable wealth for his day, died 
in 1851. The following year his heirs sold their interest in the Jaf
frey property, including the mills and the present Annett homestead, 
to Moody Hale, who sold his dwelling, the present Robbins home
stead, to George W. Benjamin, who remained a resident for many 
years. During that year, 1852, Moody Hale sold a two-thirds inter
est in his lands and mill property to Dennis Howe of Rindge and 
Ephraim Murdock, a wealthy woodenware manufacturer of Winchen
don, Massachusetts. 

Ephraim Murdock was in the true sense of the words a captain of 
industry. It is said that he made Winchendon the center of the 
woodenware trade of the world. His method of operation was some
what on the modern chain system. He formed partnerships with 
local mill owners in Massachusetts and in contiguous territory in New 
Hampshire, particularly in Cheshire County. It was an arrange
ment that afforded to local mills a market that extended across the 
continent, as well as a share in an export trade that included not only 
Canada but also Europe and South America. Howe and Murdock 
soon acquired the entire interest of Moody Hale in the business. Up 
to this time lumber, pail staves, clothespins, and various articles of 
turned woodenware were the principal articles of manufacture in the 
Jaffrey mills, and before 1860 they purchased the former starch mill 
and installed machinery for the manufacture of pails. 

Meanwhile, a new and important industry had developed in Rindge 
and Winchendon in the manufacture by machinery of round veneer 
boxes for fruit and berries and boxes for household use called nest
boxes, because for economy in shipping they were made in sets which 
nested one inside of another. This business, said to have had its 
origin in one of the former hand industries, the splitting and shaving 
of drum hoops from old growth hard woods, met a need in every 
household when nearly all groceries were handled in bulk and small 
convenient containers for pantry use were needed for sugar and spices. 
A well equipped pantry called for several sets. These articles, at 
first sold by peddlers, though now practically out of the market, may 
still be found in daily use in many households from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. New York City, Philadelphia, and Baltimore were 
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constant markets, with a steady demand also from St. Louis and San 
Francisco, while from exporting houses in New York there was a 
small but constant demand. 

To meet the increasing call for nest-boxes, Howe and Murdock 
engaged Thomas Annett, a young man who for several years had been 
employed in the box shops and woodworking mills in Rindge, to de
velop the manufacture of this line of goods in their recently acquired 
mills. He arrived in the fall of 1858, a short time before his marriage 
on January 20, 1859, thereafter making Jaffrey his home. He proved 
himself the right man for the place. 

At this time the plant consisted of the former Emerson Hale saw 
mill, the starch factory which had been transformed to a pail factory, 
and a clothespin shop, then and for many years after known as the 
"Old Shop," on the lower privilege. About 1860 the clothespin ma
chinery was sold to the Baileys of Mineral Spring Village and ma
chinery was installed for the manufacture of round veneer boxes. 
At first the rims of these boxes were sawed from hardwood bolts of 
corresponding size and smoothed in a fine planing machine. The 
process, owing to the extremely thin material produced, required 
great skill in the several operations. Later slicing machines were 
introduced for this part of the work, an improvement so marked that 
it was said one machine did the work of three hundred hands by the 
former process. 

A few years later, as more room was required, the pail machinery 
was removed from the former starch factory and the main part of 
the box manufacturing removed to that building. During this con
struction period Thomas Annett managed the production of goods 
for the owners on a percentage basis until about 1869, when he pur
chased the Howe interest, and the business continued as an equal 
partnership under the name of Annett and Murdock until the death 
of Ephraim Murdock in 1882, when Thomas Annett became sole 
owner. 

In 1896 the business was incorporated as the Annett Manufacturing 
Company, when three sons, Albert, Asahel S., and Arthur S. Annett, 
were taken into the business, which was carried on successfully until 
1918. Additions were made to the mills and the business greatly 
increased, the company manufacturing from log to finished product 
a great variety of wood work from lumber, round veneer boxes of 
many sizes for butter, cheese, figs, dates, and confectionery, also bas
kets, toys, and novelties, and employing from thirty to fifty hands. 
In 1918 the Annett Manufacturing Company, which remains in ex-
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istence as owner of tracts of forest lands and other real estate, sold 
its manufacturing interests to a new firm under the name of the An
nett Box Company, of which James B. Perry is president and man
ager. The new company has continued the business, in recent years 
departing considerablyfrom its original lines and devoting more atten
tion to lumber and house finish, maintaining one of the most efficient 
and up-to-date plants in its line in New Hampshire. As the oldest saw 
mill in the town and though two and one-half miles from a railroad, it 
holds a remarkable record for continuous operation, with only tem
porary shut-downs, for not less than one hundred ninety years. 

ANNETT BOX COMPANY 

THE DAVIDSON MILL 

The second saw mill in Jaffrey was built by Thomas Davidson on 
the Contoocook River, at the place on the present Jaffrey-Peter
borough road now called Hadley Crossing, before 1768, when mills 
at this place were reported by Grout and Gilmore (see Middle 
Monadnock). Thomas Davidson, a resident of Peterborough, a sub
stantial part of whose business activities were in Jaffrey where he 
owned land, is said to have driven from his home day by day to carry 
on his mill business in Jaffrey (see Volume II). 

The river at this point has acquired sufficient volume so that its 
precipitous fall of forty feet or more and its picturesque setting in 
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periods of high water make it highly attractive in scenic effect and 
its potential water power, estimated at not less than five hundred 
horse power, make it one of the most valuable rnurces of power in 
the township. It was in use from the date here named until Decem
ber 18, 1891, when the mill on the premises was destroyed by fire, 
after one hundred and twenty-five years of somewhat intermittent 
operation. Its product was largely lumber, lath, and shingles, with 
staves and chair stock as side lines. 

In April, 1805, Moses Burpee of Jaffrey and Samuel Turner of 
Peterborough sold to Nathan Chamberlain of Sharon sixty acres 
in lot 22, range 5, "on which Thomas Davidson's mills, so-called, 
now stands." The property was for many years afterward known 
as Chamberlain's Mills. Nathan Chamberlain died in 1821 and the 
mill came into possession of his son, David, who, on December 27, 
1832, sold to William T. Baldwin, son of Jacob Baldwin of Jaffrey, 
the mill privilege with three acres of land. In 1836, when he removed 
to Hudson, Massachusetts, he transferred ownership of the mill to his 
father, who in 1838 transferred a part interest to a son, Benja
min L. Baldwin, and the rest to Daniel L. Robbins, a cabinet maker 
who had previously owned a "mechanic shop" north of the cotton 
factory in East Jaffrey, which he sold in 1840. At this time Robbins 
bought the place north of the mills now the home of George 
E. Lehtinen. 

In 1841 the mill was taxed to Daniel L. Robbins alone, but the fol
lowing year Robbins and William Upton, who lived on the hillside 
near-by on the present Elwin L. Sweatt homestead, appear as taxable 
owners. Thereafter, until his death in 1862, it was taxed to William 
Upton. In 1863 Upton and Courser were taxed for the property, 
apparently William Upton, Jr., who lived on the homestead, and his 
brother-in-law, Charles D. Courser or Corser, husband of Priscilla 
Upton. In 1864 William Upton became sole owner, but sold the 
following year to Oliver and Henry Bacon, living on the present E. 
M. Lehtinen farm. The Bacons must have enlarged and improved 
the property since, during their tenure, the assessed valuation 
doubled. 0. J. and A. S. Raymond of Rindge purchased the mill 
from Oliver Bacon in 1872 and operated it in partnership until the 
death of 0. J. Raymond in 1879. Thereafter Asahel S. Raymond, a 
skilled mechanic who made still further improvements, carried on 
until its destruction by fire as above related. The site was sold soon 
afterwards to White Brothers, cotton manufacturers of East Jaffrey 
and Winchendon, in whose ownership it still remains unused. 
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THE BAILEY MILLS 

The third saw mill in Jaffrey was evidently on the Mountain Stream 
in the section now known as Mineral Spring Village, or Ballou City. 
Abraham Bailey, a millwright, came from Tewksbury, Massachusetts, 
about 1773, and his first work aside from building a cabin for shelter 
was in building a saw and grist mill in the rear of his dwelling on the 
site of the present Mountain Shade House of Bernard Caldwell & 
Son. Here he sawed lumber for the meeting-house in 1774 and 1775, 
and for other houses and barns in the vicinity. But building mills 
was more to his liking than operating them and so in 1779 he sold a 
half interest in his mill to David Beard of Wilmington, Massachusetts, 
and removed to Reading, Vermont, where he built with his brother
in-law, George Betterly, the first mills in that place. In 1781 he sold 
the remaining interest in his Jaffrey mills to John Barnes of Hingham, 
Massachusetts, who soon after also acquired the former Beard inter
est from Bezaleel Bennett of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. In 1789 
the mill ownership passed to Benjamin Dole, together with a pew 
in the Meeting-house, a dwelling house and other buildings. But 
milling was out of the line of "Ben" Dole, who the following year 
sold the property to John Moore Coughran or Cochran, of Dublin, 
millwright, including "buildings and mills that stand on the premises 
excepting the saw mill irons." 

John Coughran apparently added wool carding to his business as 
in a later mortgage given upon the property he reserved "the carding 
manufactory house and privilege for the same." Coughran's mill 
is remembered by some now living as having been specially adapted 
for throwing the white water about, making foaming suds and rain
bows in the gloom of the pit where stray sunbeams stole in from 
cracks in the wall and knot holes in the structure overhead. More
over, while it made no discordant sound in operation, yet it sang a 
rhythmical song of its own so pervading the neighborhood that all 
other sounds were subordinated to the major strains in the village 
symphony. We need no better picture of Mineral Spring Village in 
the first warm spring days when the Mountain Stream was overflow
ing with the release of the winter bound snows on the Mountain, hurry
ing away to the calling sea, than we have in the scrap of an old ballad 
that has come down in the memory of the last children of the place. 

John Coughran he did build a mill 
And half the time it stood stock still, 
And when it went it made a noise, 
That drounded out the Hadley boys. 
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The Hadley boys were the harum-scarum element of the village, 
who disappointed all the dire predictions of a bad end freely made of 
their future and turned out, on the contrary, a little better than the 
children of the common run of church-going, law-abiding people. 

In 1804 Coughran sold to David Gilmore, a neighbor who lived on 
the present George Adams place, "one acre of land including mill 
and mill dam and water rights," retaining the carding "Manufactory 
house" and water privilege. Gilmore was in company with Chris
topher Kneeland in the operation of a "manufactory ... on purpose 
of carding sheeps' wool" (see Fulling Mills). In 1810 he sold to 
Jonathan Fox about 150 acres of land, from which he expressly re
served the "woolen factory" and "about 72 square rods of land under 
and about the same," with water privileges and pew No. 9 (Abraham 
Bailey pew) on the ground floor of the Meeting-house. In July, 1816, 
David Gilmore sold to Edward Bailey the mills and mill dam and 
flowage with one half acre of land, and in 1820 Jonathan Fox deeded 
to Bailey surrounding lands, bringing the mill property and necessary 
appurtenances again into the family of the pioneer builder. 

On Sunday morning, April 17, 1825, the woolen mills of Edward 
and Oliver Bailey were destroyed by fire (see Fires), after which 
Edward Bailey built a woodworking mill farther down the stream, 
where he engaged in various lines of woodwork from sawing lumber to 
making chairstock and clothespins and wagons. Sometime after 
1857 Edward H. Bailey bought the property and put in a new dam 
above the old mill, which he rebuilt into a circular saw mill. In 1865 
he sold to Levi Brigham and Clinton V. Parker, who soon after con
veyed the mill to Lafayette Blood, who manufactured clothespins, 
chairstock, and lumber. He had a steam engine as a source of motive 
power. During Blood's ownership the mills were burned on August 
14, 1874, (see Fires). 

THE CONTOOCOOK VALLEY MILL 

One of the early sawmills that had its day long before the memory 
of any one now living was built before 1782 in the valley of the Con
toocook River, about sixty rods below the present Cheshire Factory. 
At a time when mill privileges were being sought as of great potential 
value some expert discovered at this point in the forest sufficient 
"head and fall" and abundance of water to operate the standard 
saw mill of the day. On both sides of their dam site the enclosing 
hills rose steeply to an elevation of more than one hundred feet above 
the river. Had they been gifted with present day knowledge of 
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hydraulics and the vision of modern engineers, they could have seen 
stretching from their improved privilege a lake that would have 
flooded the present village of East Jaffrey, extending southward to 
the Rindge borders, joining and raising the waters of Contoocook 
Lake and Pool Pond in Rindge, and flowing the Mountain Stream 
beyond the mill dams at Slab City. It was a possibility beyond the 
wildest dreams of the most visionary seers of that day, and is now 
precluded by the development of the tributary area. 

The old millsite was at the common corner of four lots, 19 and 20 
in range 6, and 19 and 20 in range 7. Of its builder no certain record 
has been found. Even tradition seems to have forgotten. Follow
ing the building of the railroad past its site, to avoid dangerous cross
ings the road to Peterborough at this point was moved across the 
river to its present position, where appeared to the gaze of the curious 
the tumbled down dam and traces of the accompanying mill, of which 
none could give an account. The first revealing record that has 
come to light connects it with Deacon Eleazer Spofford, a millwright 
and owner of the Borland mills a mile up the river. Deacon Spofford 
was a man who could hear in falling water the chink of coin, and mill
sites were to him treasure troves some time to be coaxed to yield their 
increase to the growth of the town and the wealth of the owner. On 
June 21, 1782, Simeon Burt, owner of the homestead on the hillside 
of tragic memory, for 115 pounds sold to Spofford the north half of 
lot 19 in range 7, which it appears adjoined a mill lot already im
proved by Deacon Spofford. In this sale was excluded the northeast 
corner of the lot, "1 acre excepted which is laid off at ye northeast 
corner near your sawmill for ye convenience of ye same." The site 
of the Burt house is still in evidence a few rods northwest of the 
present Peterborough road, by a partly filled cellar hole from which 
grows a sturdy ash tree. The mill was at the intersection of two roads 
long ago abandoned-one extending from the present Hyrk farm 
south along the dividing north and south line of lots 19 and 20 in 
range 6, to the millsite east of the river, thence along the present 
railroad to the bridge below present Cheshire dam; the other descend
ing east from the present Horace Deschenes farm to the first named 
road near the mill. 

In 1786 the mill was involved in a law suit continued from a former 
term of court, and thus a few scraps of its history were saved. John 
Conant of Townsend and Hugh Gragg of Jaffrey became involved 
in a question of title to the property which was finally left to arbi
trators who rendered judgment as follows: 
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New Ipswich, Jan. 18, 1786, we whose names are underwritten have heard and 
considered all the matters laid before us by the parties, judge that the lot No. 20 
in the 7th range belongs to the above named John Conant, and that the said 
Conant pay to the above named Hugh Gragg, 37 pounds 4 shillings, 8 d. to com
plete the payment for said lot of land, and that said Hugh Gragg pay costs of 
Court and likewise pay cost of this tule of £2 /17. 

EPHRAIM DA VIS 
JAMES CAMPBELL 
ELEAZER SPOFFORD 

The costs were levied on four lots of land as follows: 20 acres of north end of 
20 in 7; 1 acre in northeast corner of 19 in 7; 2 acres in southwest corner of 20 in 
6; 1½ acres in southeast corner of 19 in 6, with a sawmill and all appurtenances 
thereto belonging. 

Other owners of the mill to whom references have been found in
cluded William Pope, John Joslin, and Joseph Nickles, carpenter and 
contractor for building schoolhouses in Jaffrey, who became owner of 
one-half the mill in 1794 and in 1797 sold to Abel Shedd. In 1799 the 
ownership passed to John Shedd. The next ownership of which we 
have record was that of Jonathan Wood, who in December, 1807, 
sold to David Chamberlain "a certain sawmill standing on the south
west corner of the lot of land numbered 20 in the 6th range of lots 
in sd Jaffrey, with all the implements belonging to sd mill with the 
privilege of keeping a sawmill in the same place where said mill now 
stands forever, likewise necessary privileges for said mill." Despite 
the fact of perpetual franchise to maintain a mill on the premises, 
the old mill after a few years to 1813, when it was last taxed to David 
Chamberlain, left off troubling the waters and probably piece by 
piece, as the winds and floods tore it asunder, was borne to forget
fulness by the stream. 

SLAB CITY MILLS 

There is a tradition that the third saw mill in Jaffrey was built in 
the section south of Jaffrey Center for many years known as Slab 
City. No record has been found to verify this tradition. The lo
cality was without question that of the first carding mill in town, 
which was established by Josiah French probably in the house he 
bought in 1777 of Dennis Organ (see Fulling Mills; also Volume II). 

In 1805 an adjoining lot to the former French and Belknap card
ing mill is described as bounded by "the lot on which stands William 
Davidson's corn mill." A short distance up-stream from the site 
of the carding mill and later cornmill there was for many years an 
up-and-down sawmill which continued in use within the memory of 
many now living. It was probably the mill built in 1813, when 
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Thomas Dutton, carpenter and millwright, presented his account to 
William Davidson "for framing the mill nine and one half days." 
William Davidson, a resident of Peterborough, remained the owner 
of the Slab City mills until 1823. A mill on this site may have been 
the one described in the early town records as "Belknap's Upper 
Fulling Mill." 

In 1834 Gardner S. Bowers came to Jaffrey from Greenfield, New 
Hampshire, and lived first on the Fox place on the Mountain road, 
but soon after bought the Alvah Parker place in Slab City, now 
owned by C. G. Whitney. At this time he bought the Davidson 
saw mill and probably put in the grist mill which continued in use 
for many years. After three or four years he sold the mills to Moses 
Perkins, who had previously owned mills in Troy near the Jaffrey 
line. Perkins sold in 1843 to Ebenezer Mitchell, in whose name they 
appeared until 1845, when they were again in the name of Moses 
Perkins, who sold to Levi Daggett, also of Troy. Daggett lived on 
the so-called Libby place in Jaffrey, on the road from the mills to 
Gilmore Pond. In 1850 he sold to Harvey Gilmore, who is said to 
have built the Gilmore house long associated with the mills. After 
several years' ownership Gilmore sold or leased the place to his son, 
George F. Gilmore, who put a rotary saw mill in the old carding 
mill building, cleared the former tenement for mill purposes, and in 
addition to the saw and grist business carried on a line of woodwork 
including chairstock, roughed-out bobbins, lath, and shingles. He 
also installed a steam engine as a source of motive power. 

After the death of Harvey Gilmore in 1874 Eleazer W. Heath, a 
son-in-law, became associated in the business until the death of 
George F. Gilmore in 1885. Soon after the death of George Gilmore 
the mill was sold to Henry H. Sawtelle and was continued in opera
tion until December 3, 1892, when it was burned. It was never re
built. Always deficient in water power during a large part of the 
year until its uncertain power was supplemented by stear11, it yet 
supplied a need in the community for nearly one hundred years. 

THE OLD SHOP 

Mark Marvle came to Jaffrey before the age of twenty-one (see 
Volume II) and was evidently a mill worker in the mills of Squan
tum, else he would have had small chance to marry Asenath Walton, 
daughter of William Walton, who lived farther down on the Boston 
road in Rindge, near the New Ipswich line. In 1820 Walton moved 
into Jaffrey and bought the Hopkinson mansion on the site of the 
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present Annett homestead, with most of the land in Jaffrey and 
Rindge formerly connected with the mills which, with the surround
ing yards, had been sold to Sewell Gould. 

On April 1, 1835, Mark Marvle bought of Walton two acres, more 
or less, on the stream, below Gould's mills, on the site of the present 
mills of the Annett Box Company. On this property on the south 
side of the stream he built a house and barn, and on the north side, 
according to trustworthy men who spoke from their own knowledge, 
he built a small shop which is said to have been first used as a fulling 
mill. The first dam at this point was a low log dam covered with a 
plank footbridge over which passage was made to the mill. In 1831 
Marvle sold his dwelling house to Oliver and Eldad Prescott, to make 
room for their projected new starch factory, retaining the land north 
of the brook with his shop or mill. 

In this shop Marvle was followed by a succession of Yankee 
geniuses who maintained a precarious existence by alternately mak
ing and peddling wooden articles for domestic use throughout the 
countryside. Among the best remembered of these were Hiram 
and Horace Robinson and Lyman Chaplain Deeth. Nearly every 
article of wood designed for household use was at some time made 
in this old shop. Occasionally there was a shortage of working 
capital that called for the hypothecation of tools or stock for a tem
porary loan, and thus are revealed by the town clerk's record of 
chattel mortgages at intervals the functional equipment of the estab
lishment at various periods of its operation. From such sources it 
appears that it had at a specified date 120 cords of hard wood, bought 
from neighboring farmers, of a quality required for wood turning; 
and on February 6, 1844, such were his straits that Hiram Robinson 
gave a mortgage to John A. Prescott to secure a loan of three hundred 
dollars by a lien upon machinery in his shop as listed below, also all 
the boards·and every article of woodenware "that may be hereafter 
manufactured from said timber." It is a comfort to learn that after 
two anxious years this mortgage was discharged, February 2, 1846. 
At this time the machinery listed indicates in part the scope of 
operations: one mortar lathe and tools for same (at this time a wooden 
mortar and pestle were indispensable articles in every household), a 
machine for fluting washboards (for many years a principal article 
of manufacture in woodworking mills), a machine to make straight 
clothespins, two wedging saws, with slides and benches, one slitting 
saw and two small cutting-off saws and benches, a set of tools for 
making trays (wooden chopping trays for meat and vegetables), "also 
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all arbors, shafts, pulleys, drums, belts, and all apparatus ... " in any 
way used in carrying on his trade of manufacturing wooden-ware. To 
this collection was also added another essential of the trade, "one red 
peddling wagon nearly new now stored in Oliver Hale's barn." 

There was a fascination about woodwork in the craftsman days, 
the fine appealing odor and the joy of creation of objects of use and 
beauty, that kept the ranks of the woodworkers overflowing and its 
votaries poor. 

SAMUEL ABBOT AND THE STARCH FACTORY 

The manufacture of potato starch was a principal industry in Jaf
frey for nearly twenty years from 1832. Long ere this the absence 
of modern pests and the fertility of the new land had made potatoes 
easily raised in this section of New England, leading to production 
far beyond the demands of consumption and trade. This condition 
suggested to Samuel Abbot, scholar and scientist, of Wilton, New 
Hampshire, a series of experiments to see if the essential elements 
of the potato might be developed on a commercial scale to use the 
surplus while affording a profit in manufacture. 

Samuel Abbot, born in Wilton, March 30, 1786, was the eleventh 
of the twelve children of Deacon Abiel Abbot of that place, the pro
genitor of a family which has achieved much in science, art, and lit
erature. The ten children who lived to maturity were well edu
cated, three being graduates of Harvard College. Samuel Abbot, 
according to his biographer, Hon. Charles G. Atherton, a distin
guished United States Senator from New Hampshire, was a man of 
high intellectual powers. Graduating from college in 1808, he began 
the study of law in the office of C.H. Atherton, in Amherst, New 
Hampshire. There his proficiency in the classics led to his employ
ment by Mr. Atherton as tutor for his son, the future Senator, in 
preparation for college. After completing his law studies Samuel 
Abbot engaged in practice for eight years or more; but though in 
good measure successful, he found the profession not to his taste, his 
natural bent being science. Especially in chemistry his achieve
ments won him wide recognition in the scientific circles of the day. 
Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography numbers him among 
the men of distinction in the field of invention and research. 

Before the studies of Samuel Abbot potato starch had been made 
for household use by hand grating, and repeated steaming and wash
ing on a small scale and at prohibitive expense. To conduct the 
business on a commercial scale required special machinery and pro-
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cesses. In 1811, in cooperation with his brother, Deacon Ezra 
Abbot of Wilton, a building was erected in which experiments to 
this end were carried on secretly, exciting great curiosity in the sur
rounding countryside. In due time a measure of success was at
tained and six thousand pounds of starch were made in a single year, 
its principal use being as a delicate food for invalids and in the form 
of puddings. But, as often before and since, increased supply sug
gested new uses. Contemporary development of cotton manufac
turing opened a new market for potato starch as sizing for cotton 
goods. Mills at Peterborough and Waltham (Massachusetts) became 
interested in the new product, and about 1817 John Smith of Peter
borough succeeded in adapting it to his purpose. The cotton mills 
of Jaffrey, then manufacturing white sheeting, also used starch from 
the Wilton factory. 

Increased business made necessary the erection of a larger factory 
at Wilton, when it was soon found that the enterprise was faced with 
a serious hazard from fire, due to the requirements for drying the 
product in shallow wooden trays about six feet long and three feet 
wide in racks over woodburning furnaces. The new factory soon 
was destroyed by fire, Ezra Abbot nearly losing his life by inhaling 
fumes from the burning starch. The mill was rebuilt, and burned a 
few years later with great loss and no insurance. Again it was re
built and the business continued. 

Among the outsiders watching the undertaking with great interest 
were Oliver and Eldad Prescott of Jaffrey, men of means and great 
business ability, who offered the Abbots capital for a factory in Jaf
frey in return for a partnership in the business. Their offer was ac
cepted and in 1832 Samuel Abbot came to Jaffrey to build and super
intend a new starch mill embodying his latest ideas in the art. This 
was erected on the lower water privilege in Squantum Village on the 
site of the present factory of the Annett Box Company. An immense 
cellar, forty feet by fifty feet between walls and twelve feet or more 
deep, was dug for potato storage. A new dam for power was erected 
and clean water for manufacturing was conducted through a two
inch lead pipe by gravity from the spring to the south formerly used 
by Captain Sherwin for his "potash." Platform scales were installed 
across the road and potatoes bought in bulk with an established 
weight per bushel. Tradition is that in one season thirty thousand 
bushels were in storage. Prices averaged seventeen cents a bushel, 
seemingly low, but the market was sure; the crop was easy to raise 
and the business brought money into town. 

24 
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Samuel Abbot envisioned possibilities in the field of research he 
had entered far beyond any to be realized in developing the deriva
tion of starch from the common potato. He hoped also to be able 
to produce sugar profitably from the same source. The Boston 
Traveler, about the time of the opening of the first starch factory in 
Jaffrey, contained the following item under date of March 23, 1832, 
with the caption, "Sugar from Potatoes." 

In the neighborhood of Jaffrey, N. H., there is now preparing an establishment 
for the manufacture of sugar and molasses, on a large scale, from potatoes. It 
is calculated to pay for the potatoes their cash value there, 17 cents per bushel, 
and net a profit, above all costs and expense, of 20 cents per bushel. From each 
bushel of potatoes 7 pounds of sugar are made. 

The outcome of this interesting experiment is unknown. Possibly 
it was deferred for future development, never to be undertaken on 
account of Abbot's untimely death. 

Everyone spoke in the highest terms of "Squire" Abbot. He 
became the friend and adviser of the young men who brought pota
toes to his mill, and it is doubtful if any man in the history of the town 
more completely won the goodwill of the people with whom he dealt 
than did Samuel Abbot. He conducted evening schools and lyceums 
for the young people in the schoolhouse of district No. 1 and aided 
them in preparation for the academies. 

On the second day of January, 1839, the starch factory was de
stroyed by fire. During his residence in Jaffrey Mr. Abbot, a bachelor, 
boarded at the house across the road from the factory, but to guard 
against fire he had his office and sleeping room in the factory building. 
The alarm of fire was given about sunset, soon after operations had 
ceased for the day, and Abbot with others was at supper. Having 
securities and other valuable papers in a trunk in his room, he left 
the table in haste, entered the burning building and did not return. 
With no means to combat the fire the flames spread rapidly and it 
was supposed that he was overcome by smoke and fumes. The next 
day people from all around assembled and a sense of tragedy and loss 
pervaded the community. Alfred Sawyer, who was present as a boy, 
remembered the scene to the end of his long life, and a trace of the 
common emotion lingered in his voice and manner as he told how, 
before the silent crowd, the remains were taken from the ashes, so 
nearly consumed that they were carried away in a basket. An
other even more affecting story of the tragedy was given in his old 
age by Oliver Bacon, who as a boy lived in the vicinity. He was 
one of Abbot's evening school pupils, and seemingly no other man so 
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fully secured his admiration and affection. In earnest and straight
forward manner of speech he said that, to his mind, never a better 
man lived than Samuel Abbot. He was past four score when he 
made the statement that when he first heard the news a violent un
controllable trembling seized him, many times repeated as the tragedy 
was brought to mind in after years. 

To the Prescotts the financial loss was serious, but regarded as 
nothing to the loss of the man. The factory was rebuilt at an ex
pense of five thousand dollars in a remarkably substantial manner 
for the resources of those days. It was of brick and heavy construc
tion, the dryhouse being a separate building of brick throughout, even 
to the arched roof. Doors of iron were hung on iron jambs built into 
the masonry walls, thus exposing only the drying drawers and racks 
to the risk of fire. Until after 1850 the business continued, apparently 
with good success, the tax valuation for a few years being equal to 
that of the cotton mill in Factory Village (East Jaffrey). Subse
quently there came a decline, partially owing to the appearance of a 
potato disease which discouraged planting and increased expense 
and loss in manufacturing, partially to the development of large 
factories in Maine. By the census of 1850 production was given as 
only twenty tons. 

After the death of Abbot the business was managed by Benjamin 
Prescott, son of Eldad, who in his prosp~rous years built the sub
stantial house and barn still standing on the Prescott farm, now owned 
by Benjamin G. Wilson. Benjamin Prescott, soon after the closing 
of the starch business, removed to Prairie City, Illinois, thence to 
Topeka, Kansas, where he died. 

INGALLS MILL 

The foundation walls of an early mill on lot 7, range 10, near the 
Rindge town line, are an evidence of much labor expended in its 
erection. In 1782 a road was laid from the Rindge line, the first 
landmark in its course being "Mr. Simeon Engals house" (see Vol
ume II, page 433). Simeon Ingalls died in Rindge in 1790, previous 
to which his brother, Josiah Ingalls, a millwright, came to Jaffrey and 
in 1787 was living in the immediate vicinity. It is probable that 
about this time, by a division or exchange of property, Simeon Ingalls 
moved across the town line into Rindge and Josiah settled upon his 
former homestead. 

The size and proportions of the Ingalls' mill, estimated at twenty
six by thirty-six feet on its foundations, indicate that it was a 
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woodworking shop rather than a saw or grist mill. It was used for sev
eral years as a wheelwright shop when the manufacture of sleighs and 
farm wagons was a local industry. Motive power for the mill was sup
plied by a storage dam which flowed the meadows above the mill. The 
mill is said to have been last opernted by Andrew Hodge, who manu
factured wooden buckets. In 1870 he removed to Michigan, the old 
mill yielded rapidly to the elements and long since has disappeared. 

THE DUTTON MILL 

On the Mountain Stream, south of the summer residence of Pro
fessor Charles Palache, may be found the dam and foundations of an 
early saw mill, the origin of which has not been determined. The 
stone work and the possibility of an extensive flowage above the dam 
site indicate that the place may have been a fruitful source of the 
lumber for many of the houses and barns of the vicinity. On 
October 1, 1794, Joseph Cutter sold to Thomas Dutton forty-eight 
acres of land on the west side of lot 10, range 7, "together with the 
liberty to pass and repass to and from the sawmill on sd premises, 
through the 7 acre piece of land I have reserved adjoining sd tract." 
On January 2, 1804, Thomas Dutton sold for $480 to Luke Wheelock 
the same forty-eight acres of land with a saw mill and "other imple
ments belonging to the same now on the premises, not meaning to 
include the logs and boards which are not my property on the prem
ises." Subsequent owners have not been determined. 

HODGE MILL 

In 1833 a saw mill was erected by John Hodge on the stream flowing 
from Hodge Pond where it crosses the road to Rindge, south of Gil
more Pond, for the purpose of operating a stand of virgin forest on 
the Hodge farm. This mill was burned in 1836, but was immediately 
rebuilt and continued in operation until 1840, when it seems to have 
fallen into disuse. In 1844 it was bought and improved by Rufus 
Sawyer and continued in operation until 1849. The mill remained 
on the premises until after 1861, after which it was torn down and 
removed in whole or part to the farm now occupied by W. M. Cutter. 
Merrill Parker of Peterborough remembered the mill as having two 
water wheels, one for the up-and-down timber and board saw and 
one for the circular saw, presumably for shingles and lath. 

F ARNUM's MILL 

Lyman K. Farnum, a carpenter and millwright of considerable 
native ingenuity, came to Jaffrey from Dublin. In 1851 he bought 



MILLS AND STORES 373 

the Aaron Perkins place in Slab City, now owned by Fred Buckwold. 
He bought also the north part of the mill pasture north of Harvey 
Gilmore's mill, through which ran the north branch of the Mountain 
Stream, on which before 1860 Farnum built a saw and planing mill. 
His mills were not, as stated in the genealogical record in Volume II, 
those afterward occupied by Heath and Gilmore and H. H. Sawtelle, 
but were on another branch of the stream which joined that from the 
mills here named below the mills near the stone bridge in Slab City. 

Farnum built his own water wheel and put in an up-and-down saw, 
later replacing it with a second hand rotary saw which failed to yield 
as satisfactory a product as that of the primitive mill. Finding him
self much of the time short of power on the flashy mountain stream, 
he bought of Julius Cutter a small upright steam engine, probably 
the first ever owned in town. The nature of the business carried on 
in his mill may be to some extent indicated by the machinery it con
tained when in 1863 he mortgaged to Julius Cutter: a Hoard & Son's 
patent portable steam engine, circular saw, upright saw mill, bench 
saws, bolting saws, jig saws, shafting lathes, Woodworth planing 
machine, stretcher lathes, "and all other machines being in or about 
my saw mill." The next year he mortgaged to Cutter "a steam 
boiler of ample size," and a 30-horse power steam boiler "bought of 
E. Flagg & Sons, now at my mill-not set nor a fixture of the mill." 
His mill was taxed as such from 1860 to 1869. 

Of his many interesting projects that failed to meet the demands 
of practical exploitation, Merrill Parker, a neighbor, stated from first 
hand information that Farnum discovered by means of a witch hazel 
rod lead in the Cutter pasture on Monadnock and "got all het up 
about it," though he admitted later "it wa'nt in paying quantities 
to mine." Parker, however, a reliable witness, had seen him bring 
it home in large chunks, melt it in his furnace, and "pour it into 
moulds and use it with other alloy to babbit boxes in his mill." 

As the infirmities of age came upon him, Farnum, who seems to 
have played always a lone hand, after much futile labor expended 
upon it, saw his venture fall into desuetude and decay so rapid and 
complete that after fifty years few people in the town can point to 
the place where his mill stood. 

FULLING MILLS 

Among the lost industries of old New England is that of the clothier, 
a trade which required a long apprenticeship and consisted of card
ing the wool for spinning and, after the spinning and weaving in the 
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homes, of finishing the cloth-making process of fulling, coloring, 
shearing, and pressing. Wool carding by power was perhaps the 
first step in this country in the application of machinery to the mak
ing of cloth. It is said that few inventions in the progress of the 
world have brought such instant relief and emancipation from the 
domestic labors of women. The beautiful, white, soft, clean, fleecy 
rolls from the carding mill made spinning a delight compared to the 
tangled and discolored hand-carded fleeces; and the fulling mills left 
the cloth cleaner and smoother than it could be made by home labor. 
Fulling mills were operated in New England from 1780 to 1840, with 
a few remaining in operation until about 1860. 

The first clothier's shop in Jaffrey was set up on the Mountain 
Stream, in the section later known as Slab City, by Josiah French, 
who came to Jaffrey from Hollis in March, 1777, when he bought 
from Dennis Organ lot 11 in the 7th range, with buildings on the 
premises. His first shop, if within the limits of the lot named, was a 
few rods up the stream from the later saw and grist mill of William 
Davidson. It was later described as "Belknap's Upper Fulling 
Mill." His business career in Jaffrey, though promising, was brief. 
He died May 22, 1784, leaving his property to be divided between 
his widow and two oldest sons. The sons sold to Josiah Belknap, 
who continued the clothier's business already established and soon 
after built another fulling mill down the stream on the site of the 
later William Davidson's corn mill. At this time and for many years 
after the family lived in a lathed and plastered apartment over the 
mill. In 1818 Belknap removed to Vermont and his business appears 
to have been succeeded by that of a saw and grist mill. 

The second clothier's shop in Jaffrey was established by Joseph 
Lincoln, who came from Leominster, Massachusetts, in 1795 and 
soon after 1800 bought a water privilege below Eleazer Spofford's 
saw and grist mills, where he erected a clothier's shop. The site is 
now occupied by the saw mill of August St. Pierre. Lincoln's shop 
was burned in 1804, at which time he advertised for help from his 
debtors for payment to aid him in replacing his property destroyed 
by fire. He rebuilt and continued his business until March, 1809, 
when he sold his mill and good will to Samuel Foster of Acworth, 
New Hampshire, for one thousand dollars. 

The most successful and longest maintained of the clothier's shops 
was that of Samuel Foster, who was a prominent citizen and business 
man of the town from his arrival in 1809 (see Volume II) until his 
death in 1863, which ended one of the longest business careers in the 
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history of the town. Toward the last of his life, when the business 
of the fulling mills was greatly reduced by the competition of the fac
tories, his place is mentioned as "the Shoddy Mill," which may in
dicate a change in the nature of his product but not necessarily a 
depreciation in its character, as the utilization of waste products by 
this process was recognized as a legitimate and useful industry. 

Following the death of Samuel Foster, his shop was bought by 
Dr. Oscar H. Bradley and Charles H. Powers and equipped as a stock
ing mili. This was burned on April 15, 1865 (see Fires). 

In August, 1803, Kneeland and Company advertised in the New 
Hampshire Sentinel that they had "erected a manufactory in Jaffrey, 
near Joslin's Tavern [Mineral Spring Village] on purpose of carding 
sheep's wool." Christopher Kneeland seems to have learned his trade 
in the old country and set up a shop on the Mountain Stream in Jaf
frey. Competition became keen and a large part of the patronage 
was poor pay. In such straits he published in the Sentinel the fol
lowing appeal that should have brought to him his obdurate patrons: 

Your attention one moment! I was born in Holland in the year 1783 and re
sided thereabouts a considerable time. As I was walking out one morning in 
May I espied a lady sitting by a window combing her hair. I carefully stepped 
in and sat down in her lap. She parted her hair to discover me and observed I 
was too large a child for her to tend; but I observed that I was a quiet one. She 
immediately told me that a quiet child could always sit on the floor. 

N.B. All persons indebted to the subscriber for carding wool at Jaffrey are 
invited to call and settle their accounts by the first of December next, for I am 
determined not to sit on the floor any longer. 

CHRISTOPHER KNEELAND 

On November 1, 1804, evidently as a partner in this enterprise, 
David Gilmore, living on the farm now belonging to G. A. Adams, 
bought of John M. Coughran, owner of the mill and privilege at 
Ballou City (Mineral Spring Village), a half-acre of land on which was 
included the mill and mill dam on the premises, owned at present by 
John W. Badger, "with privilege of raising the dam not exceeding 
two feet"; and in 1805 Gilmore advertised that he was carrying on a 
carding business. On May 24, 1806, David Gilmore and Christo
pher and Joseph H. Kneeland, clothiers and carding machine operat
ors at Jaffrey and Winchendon, advertised dissolution of the busi
ness, and requested that accounts be settled with Gilmore at Jaffrey. 

BRADSTREET BALDWIN, CLOTHIER 

In the old graveyard at Jaffrey Center is a gravestone erected to 
the memory of Bradstreet Baldwin, who died August 8, 1827, in his 
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twenty-fifth year. No connection has been found between him and 
the other Baldwin families, notwithstanding the fact that his grave is 
one of a group bearing that name. He died at the home of Nathan 
Hunt, and the tax list of 1825 shows that he was owner of a newly 
erected fulling and carding mill near the Hunt homestead in Squan
tum Village. From the settlement of his estate, which at his own re
quest in his last sickness was entrusted to Simon Davis, a neighbor 
across the town line in Rindge near Bullet Pond, it appears that he 
left a father and brother in Vermont. In his estate was listed a uni
form coat, sword and belt, cap and feather, pair pistols and holsters, 
a leather apron and Masonic apron, and a note against Benjamin 
Wheeler for $75.94. The rest of his estate was made up of carpen
ter's tools; its entire amount as appraised, October 16, 1827, was 
$131.33. The allowed claims were $213.65; his funeral expenses were 
$6.25. It seems evident that Bradstreet Baldwin, whose death among 
comparative strangers in his young manhood yet bears its lingering 
tragic appeal, came to Jaffrey to share by his skill in a new enter
prise in the building and operating of a new clothier's shop in the 
community in partnership with Nathan Hunt, Jr., who expected by 
this means to learn the trade in consideration of furnishing the loca
tion and a share in the expense of the building. 

Nathan Hunt, Jr., succeeded Baldwin in the business, which was 
taken over in 1829 by his brother, John E. Hunt, afterwards a wealthy 
hotel owner in New York City. The following year the business 
was sold to John M. Maynard of Jaffrey, who is supposed to have 
built the dwelling house on the premises known for many years as 
the Morse place. In 1833 Maynard added one of the improved 
carding machines to his equipment, which bore a separate tax valua
tion of two hundred dollars. In 1832 Maynard removed to New 
Ipswich and while there sold his clothier's shop in Jaffrey to W. A. 
and J.C. Sherwin, young men from the Sherwin farm in Rindge, which 
adjoined the Jaffrey line and the Maynard property. For many 
years, until destroyed by fire, the mill bore the euphonious name, 
the Mutton Mill, the derivation of which was obscurely related to a 
claim (supposedly relating to the superior yield of wool) that was 
beyond the anatomical capacity of the ordinary sheep and suggest
ing an animal of elongated flanks or quarters to provide the yield of 
fleece claimed by the improved processes of that mill. The mill pond, 
bearing the same name, was a favorite skating pond for two or more 
generations in the vicinity, some of whom still regret its disappear
ance with its counterpart the mill. 
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THE MUTTON MILL 

With the passing of the clothier's occupation, the Mutton Mill, with 
name unchanged, became a cabinet maker's shop owned by Eldad 
Austin Prescott. He was a deaf mute but an intelligent citizen, who 
made secretaries and other articles of furniture, some of which are 
still in use in the vicinity. He died in 1865, after which the shop 
continued in operation as a woodworking and turning mill making 
clothespins, chair stock, and other articles of wood until destroyed by 
fire, March 24, 1877. The last owner was John F. Wheeler, a skilled 
mechanic who seemed on the way to moderate success when this 
misfortune overtook him. The mill, after fifty years in operation, 
was not rebuilt. The old stone dam now fallen down, the long mill
race leading away from the wheel pit to the main channel of the 
stream, the remains of foundation walls now lost from public view 
in an enveloping growth of pines, and the gurgling water playing 
over the stony bed of the stream tell of labor long ago expended for 
small reward. But they also tell of duty done in a world far apart 
from the one which passes on the highway near. 

CLOTHESPINS 

Among the articles of commerce exemplifying the ingenuity of the 
Yankee race, few, excepting the wooden nutmegs and Yankee clocks 
of Connecticut, have surpassed the humble domestic clothespins, 
the origin of which may be traced to the region immediately around 
Monadnock Mountain in New Hampshire and to Winchendon in 
Massachusetts. Clothespins were first turned from square blanks 
or blocks of appropriate size on hand lathes by chisel or gouge. With 
the eye of the operator the only guide to its finished form, there were 
no two of exactly the same pattern until by improved machinery 
they became as like as a paper of pins. At first the logs were cut into 
sections or bolts by a drag saw or circular bolter, and these bolts were 
split into squares of multiple clothespin lengths by axes or froes, 
then cut to length at first singly and then by gang saws cutting a half 
dozen at a time and dropping these blanks in boxes or barrels for the 
turning, the most skilled operation in the process of manufacture. 
After the hand turning came the slitting. This was accomplished 
by clamping the individual rounded forms to a reciprocating carriage 
which advanced against a rotating saw that cut a tapered slot for 
half the length of the pin. This was boy's work and was performed 
with surprising rapidity. Next came the whittling of the spreading 
tips and the shaping to its function, rounding the edges of the interior 
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bifurcation. This was done by jack-knives in the hands of mature 
and experienced whittlers, adepts at the ancient Yankee art, who sat 
on kegs or boxes around the stove as they practised their trade and 
swapped experiences on the road in their peddling trips in summer 
and fall. This part of the process, being sedentary occupation, was 
much sought after. Whittling was generally considered beyond the 
reach of the mechanic arts, but it was finally accomplished by Oratio 
P. Allen of Blakeville, now West Rindge, who conceived the idea of 
attaching whittling knives to the splitting saw in such a way that 
they would round the edges of the bifurcation simultaneously with 
sawing the slot. To the amazement of the incredulous, this was 
finally done with a perfection that put the old hand whittlers to 
shame, and was the beginning of extensive technological unemploy
ment in the industry. Thus, with a modicum of labor, was pro
duced an article of commerce in the days when the Monday wash in 
every regular and well governed household occupied one hundred 
feet of line. 

Clothespins were carried all through New England countryside by 
the peddlers of tin and woodenware. Arad Adams of Jaffrey, per
haps the shrewdest trader that Jaffrey or Rindge ever produced, and 
himself a hand clothespin whittler of recognized skill in the early 
days of the trade and a famous peddler of tin, used to call them his 
wooden sugar tongs. With the coming of the railroads, clothespins 
were shipped to every city in the country and were exported to foreign 
ports. The inevitable happened; everybody went to making them. 
The weary agriculturist seated under his apple tree in the heat of 
hay-time, intent upon the difficulty of making two blades of grass 
grow where only one grew before, was moved to say to the youngsters 
of the succeeding generation grouped around him, "Well, I swaan, I 
believe I will leave off work and go to making clothespins." The 
saying spread and became a proverb wherever there were white birch 
trees fit for clothespins. Complete outfits for manufacture could 
be had from the machine shops of Winchendon and Keene for a 
promissory note and a small down payment. 

Clothespins were made in Squantum in large quantities by two mills 
continuing to about 1870. They were made in Mineral Spring Vil
lage in the Bailey Mills; they were made in East Jaffrey by various 
and sundry artisans who succeeded each other in ever shortening 
cycles. They were made in Rindge in even larger quantities, and 
in Keene and Winchendon. Few towns in the region were without a 
clothespin shop. Overproduction ensued and the price fell until 
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they were retailed six for a cent, a surprising quantity to the shrewd 
housewife who bartered for them a small accumulation of paper and 
rags. Soon arose the old complaint, "the makers could not get a new 
dollar for an old one." Foreclosures occurred; the machinery was 
taken out and sold again to the ambitious and unwary, who repeated 
the operation with inevitable consequences. Finally the business went 
up North and into Maine where there was timber to give away, and 
where by quantity production and perfected mechanical processes, 
in spite of steam laundries and the abolition of wash-day, clothespin 
manufacture yet remains an important industry. 

THE FmsT CROCKERY WARE FACTORY IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 

The First Crockery Ware Factory in New Hampshire was a war
time enterprise promoted by fifteen of the leading citizens of Jaffrey 
in 1813. The embargo against European importation, which was 
bitterly opposed by New England in general, had raised the prices 
of articles not produced in America to prohibitive heights, and 
brought about attempts at domestic production that in many in
stances proved disastrous failures when, after three or four years, 
normal conditions were restored. The incorporators of The First 
Crockery Ware Factory in New Hampshire were Samuel Dakin, 
David Gilmore, Jr., Robert Gilmore, Josiah Mower, Samuel Litch, 
James Stevens, James Gilmore, Stephen Adams, Jr., Oliver Bailey, 
David Gilmore, David Cutter, James Henderson, Parker Maynard, 
John Stearns, and Abner Spofford. By the act of incorporation, this 
company was authorized to purchase and hold mines of white clay, 
necessary for its use, and other real estate to the amount of six thous
and dollars, and to hold personal estate actually employed in the 
factory to the amount of ten thousand dollars, and was exempt from 
taxation for five years. 

No records of the corporation have been found and, due to the fact 
that it was exempt from taxation, even the name does not appear on 
the town books or in the registry of deeds. It continued in existence 
not longer than the period of exemption, and even the location of the 
factory was for many years unknown. 

Samuel Dakin was evidently the leading spirit in the enterprise, 
and meager references to the undertaking in the former History of 
J ajf rey and in the History of Mason, New Hampshire, the town from 
which Dakin came to Jaffrey, refer to the business as if it were his 
own personal venture. 

To Benjamin Marvle we are again indebted for a scrap of tradition 



380 HISTORY OF JAFFREY 

upon which to build our story. He spoke of it as for a time a going 
concern and gave the name of Newell Bancroft, a relative who lived 
in Maine, Broome County, New York, as the owner of a chafing dish 
made in the Jaffrey pottery. He also said that the Billings house 
under the elm ttee in the Village Square was originally one of the 
buildings of the Crockery Ware Corporation. Another tradition 
in the Cutter family says that the two-story farmhouse of Joel Cutter 
on the Ark Road, now owned by John W. Poole, II, was built from 
the timber of the Crockery Ware Factory. The date of its erection, 

BILLINGS HOUSE 
Courtesy R. I. Baldwin 

coinciding with that of the liquidation of the Crockery Ware Com
pany, supports this tradition. But the essential record of the factory 
has been found by prolonged search through the files of newspapers of 
the period and from records of litigation in the County Courts. 

The location of the Crockery Ware Factory is described by John 
W. Poole, II, as about ten rods southwest of the cobbler shop of J. D. 
Gibbs, now (1933) the carpenter shop of B. F. Cann, and in this loca
tion, Mr. Poole, as a boy, picked up many fragments of crockery ware. 
It is believed that such specimens could still be found by careful 
search and working over the soil of the locality named. The lot is 
referred to in deeds of the vicinity as the "Monkton Yard," the name 
''Monkton" being undoubtedly derived from Monkton, Vermont, 
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from which place white clay was teamed to the Jaffrey factory for 
use in the manufacture of crockery ware. That the factory was 
.actually a going concern for a time is apparent from an advertise
ment, less than four months after its incorporation, in the New 
Hampshire Sentinel, of October 2, 1813, in which notice was given 
that "one or two ingenius young men may find constant employment 
.and generous wages at the business of turning in the Crockery Ware 
Factory at Jaffrey." From existing records it appears that the two 
men hired at this time were Jonathan B. French and John Wight, 
both potters by trade and both of whom were assessed a poll tax the 
following spring. In May, 1814, the new factory again advertised 
in the Sentinel: 

NOTICE TO WOOD CHOPPERS! 
One or two hundred cords of sound hemlock, spruce or white pine wood, well 

split and dry, will be wanted at the Crockery Ware Factory in Jaffrey in the 
,course of the following summer and winter. Apply to superintendent at Factory. 

Upon the failure of the business about 1817 or 1818, suits of litiga
tion ensued. John Wight had moved to Dublin, where in September, 
1817, he sued the Jaffrey factory for 198 days' labor at $1.34 a day, 
from May to December, 1814. The daily wage indicates that he 
was a skilled workman. The case was tried at the Court of Common 
Pleas, where decision was rendered that "said Factory recover against 
said Wight their costs taxed at $4.60, from which judgment Wight 
appeals to next Superior Court." In the May, 1818, term of Super
ior Court the previous judgment was sustained. Jonathan Brooks 
French continued in Jaffrey until the failure of the business, remov
ing to Troy, New Hampshire, in 1817, where he continued his trade as 
potter. In March, 1816, he married Betsey Lincoln of Jaffrey. 

Specimens of crockery ware made at the Jaffrey plant are still in ex
istence and can sometimes be purchased at auction sales of antiques. 

ROBINSON PERKINS, CLOCKMAKER 

Robinson Perkins, the old-time clockmaker of Jaffrey, was a son 
of Captain Joseph Perkins (see Genealogy), and according to tradi
tion was a fine workman with a genius for mechanics. He learned 
the blacksmith's trade, but finding it not to his taste and lacking 
physical qualifications for the work, he became a clockmaker and 
silversmith. Apparently he established himself early in the former 
trade, for, in a deed dated 1795, when he was twenty-nine years old, 
he is denominated "clockmaker." All the old-time artisans prided 
themselves on "working to a hair," but "hairs" must have varied 
with the trades, since a blacksmith's "hair" is said to have been 
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three-fourths of an inch, all too great a variation for the clockmaker 
and cabinet-maker. 

Robinson Perkins did good and lasting work, for the attention of 
the Jaffrey History Committee has been brought to several Perkins 
"Grandfather" clocks with wooden works still keeping time after a 
century and a quarter or more. Pride of workmanship caused him 
to mark on the dial of each clock "R. Perkins, Jaffrey, N. H.," and 
to identify each with its number, also on the dial. 

Clockmaking must have been a profitable trade, for Robinson Per
kins became the owner of the first "two-wheeled shay" in Jaffrey and 
was prominent in social affairs. He removed to Fitzwilliam in 1810, 
where he died in 1847. The foundation of his shop still may be seen 
near the summer residence of JamesJ. Bowers on the Fitzwilliam road. 

THE HODGE MILL 
In 1829 Daniel Adams, Jr., son-in-law of William Hodge, deeded 

to Martin Blodgett, a cabinet-maker in East Jaffrey, a three-acre 
tract "on which the lead mill stands which was built by William 
Hodge, deceased." This tract was situated on the old Peterborough 
road on the Contoocook River at its confluence with Tyler Brook. 
This property later came into the ownership of J. Emery Bemis, 
who, part of the time alone and again in partnership with his brother, 
Alvin J. Bemis, manufactured small woodenware until 1890. At 
that time it was sold to W. L. Goodnow & Company who installed 
a gristmill for custom grinding and for their own grain business. 
Changes in the manner of conducting this business rendering local 
grinding impracticable, the mill was allowed to fall into disrepair 
and in 1915 was sold to Herbert A. Robertson. The latter disman
tled the machinery and demolished the building, disposing of the 
power site to John Kasten in 1921. Mr. Kasten, a skilled mechanic, 
erected a small building for a machine shop which he still maintains. 

BoRLAND's AND SPOFFORD's MILLS 
The first mill of which we have record in the section now covered 

by the village of East Jaffrey was built by John Borland, who came 
from Londonderry, New Hampshire, to Middle Monadnock (now 
Jaffrey) some fifteen years before the incorporation of the town (see 
Volume II). He settled on the place now owned by W. E. Nutting, 
which, after clearing land and building a house and barn, he sold on 
July 27, 1769, to Captain Jonathan Stanley of Rindge. After the 
sale of his farm, Borland bought from William Garish or Gerrish of 
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Newbury, Massachusetts, shipwright, the whole of lot 17 in range 7, 
an oversized lot of about one hundred and forty acres covering the 
largest part of the present village of East Jaffrey. 

On this lot John Borland erected saw and grist mills on the river 
near the present office and dwelling of Louis Cournoyer, where a dam 
was built and the first bridge over the river located. For about eight 
years until May 1, 1778, the place was known as Borland's Mills. 
On the date named, Borland for a consideration of £1200 sold to 
Eleazer Spofford of Rowley, Essex County, Massachusetts, mill
wright, the whole lot "with Buildings on the premises." The story 
is told in the Spofford Genealogy that the money was brought to Jaf
frey quilted into the petticoat of Spofford's daughter, Polly, a girl of 
thirteen, who made the journey on horseback. 

Deacon Spofford was a man of great mechanical skill and ingenuity 
and a millwright, having been bred in the trade of his father who 
owned a mill in his home town. He completely changed the situation 
in which he found himself and he might well be honored as the founder 
of the present village of East Jaffrey. Soon after coming to town 
he built a large two-story house near the center of the present Village 
Square, a house of such substantial construction that it is still stand
ing unimpaired by age, on River Street, where it served for some time 
as a hotel, and may be described as the second house on the left side of 
the street from the present dam. 

In 1781 Deacon Spofford was about to build a new dam above 
his mills when, upon considering an article in the warrant, "to see if 
the town will make Eleazer Spofford any help in Building a Bridge 
on the top of the Dam sd Spofford is about to build above his mills," 
the town voted to "help Deacon Spofford build bridge 12 days work 
of six men and two yoke of oxen." In 1792, by his own statement, 
he "built a new set of mills," farther down the stream on the site of 
the present cotton mills, and erected a dam now constituting a part 
of the dam immediately connected with White Brothers' Cotton 
Mills on the premises. 

In its new location the water from his pond for many years flowed 
under a narrow bridge, probably upon a breast water wheel that dis
charged with a great splashing, tossing about the water of its in
effectively applied power, a type described by an old millwright as 
seemingly designed for throwing water in the air and making rain
bows rather than for delivering the useful energy due to the size and 
fall of the stream. Yet it is said that Spofford's new mills were the 
most up-to-date for miles around. In Judge Parker's Centennial 
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Address in 1873 is mentioned an unusual feature of this mill called a 
"Jack", which if not the progenitor was the prototype of the modern 
elevator in hotels and stores. It carried the wheat as soon as ground 
to the bolter in the attic. A ride on it with Luke Spofford, the young 
miller, was a treat to the boys who brought wheat to be ground. 

It is said that Deacon Spofford hoped that the business and im
provements he had established at great labor and expense might be 
continued by his sons, but they chose other fields and he, feeling 
the infirmities of age coming upon him, in the fall of 1813 sold to a 
corporation called The First Cotton and Woolen Factory in Jaffrey, 
a part of lot 17, range 7, including the mills and privileges and also 
his homestead on the present Village Square. Retaining a portion of 
his land and a residence in town, he built at this time the house on 
present Main Street, then the Third New Hampshire Turnpike, for 
many years known as the Perkins house now owned by the Estate 
of Perkins B. Mead. In 1821 he removed to Bradford, Massachus
etts, where he died in 1828, and in 1829 or 1830 his Jaffrey homestead 
was sold by his heirs to Moses Perkins, a son-in-law. 

Before 1807 Spofford sold to his son, Abner, land and water rights 
in the northwest part of the lot, where he had a blacksmith shop and 
triphammer works north of the present Stone Bridge near St. Pierre's 
sawmill. As an evidence of the business carried on in this shop, the 
following advertisement is found in the files of the New Hampshire 
Sentinel, Keene, in March, 1807: 

Abner Spofford, having employed some of the best workmen from Sutton, will 
manufacture scythes in his shop a few rods north of Spofford's Mills. 

Deacon Spofford established an oil mill in connection with his saw 
and grist mills, on the east side of the River. In those days nearly 
all the farmers raised flax, and the linseed oil, a necessary ingredient 
of paint, was produced by grinding the flax seed which had previously 
been subjected to a crushing process between stones. It was then 
heated in a large revolving iron cylinder and finally the oil was pressed 
out as in the process of making cider. The remaining "cheese" was 
sold for feed for stock. The price of linseed oil (see Meeting-house) 
was as high as $1.50 a gallon, and flax was a profitable crop before the 
days of cotton and cotton seed. 

THE FIRST COTTON AND WOOLEN FACTORY IN JAFFREY 

In the fall of 1813 The First Cotton and Woolen Factory in Jaffrey 
bought of Eleazer Spofford his mill property and water privilege, 
with adjoining lands, in lot 17, range 7, as already stated. The com-
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pany was incorporated that year by some of the most enterprising 
and progressive men in the township, Dr. Adonijah Howe, Samuel 
Dakin, Artemas Lawrence, Nathaniel Holmes, William Hodge, John 
Stearns, Caleb Searle, and Samuel Foster. In 1814 they built a new 
factory for the purpose of spinning cotton yarn, which was then made 
into cloth by hand looms. From the beginning the business seems 
to have been conducted with meager financial results, and the calls 
for annual meetings seem to have been more for the purpose of rais
ing money on assessments than for disbursements to stockholders. 
In October, 1818, the consideration of the disposal of the mills was 
a principal subject under discussion, and a date was fixed for the sale 
of shares on which assessments remained unpaid. A year later the 
same considerations were repeated. But the following year there is 
evidence of renewed courage in an article before the meeting, "to see 
if the Company will agree to build or purchase water looms and trans
act any business relating to the same." And in 1821 the following 
advertisement appeared in the New Hampshire Sentinel, Keene: 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY! 
Eight respectable young women from 16 to 25 years of age to work in a Cotton 

Factory at Jaffrey, the principal part of which will be employed in weaving. 
N.B. None need apply unless they come well recommended. 

Caleb Searle 
Agent of said Factory 

Jaffrey, Aug. 13, 1821. 

In October, 1834, The First Cotton and Woolen Factory in Jaffrey 
was advertised in the same newspaper, by its directors, Isaac Parker, 
A. W. Blanchard, both of Boston, and John Farwell of Jaffrey, for 
sale at auction on the 29th of the month unless previously disposed 
of by private sale. At this time the property was described as follows: 

Cotton Factory, Saw and Grist Mills, 4 Dwelling houses, Cloth house, Black
smith shop, 2 Barns and other outbuildings, with all the lands, privileges and 
machinery pertaining thereto. 

The Factory building is of wood, 2 stories in front and three stories on the river 
side, having in the first or basement story the wheel, picker and shop; in the 2nd 
story 12 cards (5 breakers and 7 finishers), 1 drawing frame, 1 double and 1 coun
tertwist speeder, 6 warp frames, 416 spindles and 2 self-acting mules, 192 spindles 
each. In the upper story 1 warper, 2 dressers, 20 looms and usual apparatus. 

Grist mill has 2 run of stones, with bolts, etc., and is well accustomed. The 
mills are under lease for about two (2) years but possession may be had at any 
time on the condition named in the lease. 

The whole to be sold together or divided into lots to suit the purchaser as may 
be agreed upon. The property is valuable and will merit the attention of manu
facturers or mechanics. 

25 
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On the twentieth day of November, 1834, the above named di
rectors conveyed the property to William Ainsworth, for several 
years clerk of the corporation and at this time cashier of the Manu
facturer's Bank in New Ipswich, for the consideration of $6,605. The 
following month Ainsworth sold the saw and grist mills with premises 
and privileges to Samuel Patrick, and the following year he advertised 
the "Cotton Factory, 70 x 35 feet," for sale, with an alternative of 
a lease offered at $600. On February 15, 1837, William Ainsworth 
sold the factory to Solomon Richardson, Freeman Perkins, Perkins 
Bigelow, and Edwin D. Walton, all of Jaffrey, for $3,650. At this time 
and for some years after the product of the mill was white sheeting. 

After a trying experience in trying to make ends meet, on May 24, 
1844, Richardson and Perkins, the only remaining partners, sold to 
Alonzo Bascom and Jacob B. Merrick, both of Palmer, Massachusetts, 
part of lot 17, range 7, with the old factory building erected in 1814, 
together with machinery, fixtures, and flowage rights. Jacob Mer
rick was only a silent partner in the business, who never came to Jaf
frey to live, and in 1863 his interest was acquired by Mr. Bascom. 
Under the new management the business was carried on under the 
firm name of A. Bascom & Company. A spirit of enterprise imme
diately pervaded the place, then known as Factory Village, which 
on the establishment of a Post Office in 1845 was changed to East 
Jaffrey, and Alonzo Bascom was appointed the first postmaster. In 
1847 the saw and grist mill adjoining, on the site of the present White 
Brothers' cloth room, was bought from Joseph Crombie, who had 
acquired it by foreclosure of claim against Simeon S. Davidson, and 
made a part of the Bascom mills, though it continued to be operated 
by Joseph Crombie under a partnership known as Bascom and 
Crombie. In 1854 A. Bascom & Company bought the Cheshire 
Mill, which they enlarged and improved. Many houses were built, 
and the water power was greatly improved by a storage dam at the 
outlet of Contoocook Lake. These improvements involved great 
expense, as flowage rights all around the shores of both Contoocook 
Lake and Pool Pond in Rindge were bought from landowners, but 
the results have been of inestimable value, not only to the manufac
turing interests of the village, but also to the general growth and 
prosperity of the town of Jaffrey and for the benefit of other towns 
down the stream. 

During the Civil War there was difficulty in securing cotton to 
keep the northern mills in operation. It is said that the prosperity 
of the Jaffrey mills in that period was in large measure due to the· 
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success of young Fernando Bascom, son of Alonzo, in negotiating for 
a supply of cotton and securing its shipment across the border and 
thence to the mills of Jaffrey and other northern mills, thus turning 
to unprecedented prosperity what might otherwise have been a period 
of depression and loss. The death of Fernando Bascom onMarch 2, 
1865, at the early age of twenty-six years, was undoubtedly the pre
cursor of the later change of ownership and control of the East 
Jaffrey Mills, which was hastened by the physical breakdown of the 
head of the firm, Alonzo Bascom. 

Following the prosperous period of the Civil War, Alonzo Bascom, 
though advanced in years, wishing to share his years of profit with 
the town, proposed to build a new cotton mill, one hundred feet or 
more in length, provided the town would exempt from taxation for 
five years the proposed mill and also the old mill property known as 
the Monadnock Mills Corporation, together with the water privilege 
and certain houses used in connection with the mills. At a special 
town meeting, May 5, 1768, by a vote of 133 in favor and 6 against, 
the exemption was granted to the enduring benefit of the town. The 
new cotton factory was built in 1868 south of the former wooden 
factory, which remained standing until the summer of 1873, but before 
it could be put in operation Mr. Bascom was prostrated by a para
lytic shock from which he never fully recovered, and which resulted 
in his death on September 24, 1872, aged sixty. 

Realizing that the precarious state of his health did not permit him 
to continue his former business activity, in August, 1871, Mr. Bas
com, after his new mill had stood empty for nearly two years, sold 
his Jaffrey mill property to a partnership known as Stone Brothers 
& Curtis, of Philadelphia and New York City, for a consideration of 
about $100,000, Mr. Bascom reserving his home on the Peterborough 
Road now owned by Oscar J. Dillon. The following year the new 
owners commenced operations by the erection of the present brick 
building on the east side of the river, 128 by 38 feet, to be used for a 
boiler room, machine shop, picker room, and dye house, and other pur
poses. The same summer they removed a portion of the old wooden 
mill, and moved a part of the machinery from the old mill and from 
the Cheshire Factory to their new factory, "a handsome up-to-date 
brick structure, 106 x 50 feet, three stories high with a French roof." 
They began operating about October first, with about 100 hands 
employed, machinery consisting of 4,000 spindles, and 110 looms, 
producing 3,000 to 4,000 yards of blue and brown denim a day. They 
also operated in the basement of the three story building at present 
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used as a cloth room, a grist mill with two run of stones, capable of 
grinding four hundred bushels a day. The first and second floors 
were occupied by a saw and planing mill and for the manufacture of 
shingles, lath, finished lumber, and boxes. The third floor was used 
for a store room. 

At this time operations at the Cheshire mill were discontinued, and 
in October, 1879, it was sold to a company known as the New Hamp
shire Pulp Mill, which for a short time operated it for the manufac
ture of wood pulp. 

For a year or more the business of the new company apparently 
prospered. In July, 1873, it was reported as turning out about 
100,000 yards of denims a month, with sales running around $200,000 
a year, the demand exceeding the capacity of the mill. In May, 
1874, Stone Brothers sold their interests to Mr. Curtis and returned 
to Philadelphia. The year 1873 is yet remembered as the year of 
the panic following the Civil War. All business was affected, and 
in July, 1875, the mills, then of T. H. Curtis, suspended operation 
on account of the general depression of the period. In August fol
lowing, the employees of the mill were paid in full, but no evidence 
is found of the resumption of operations. In the fall of 1876, unable 
to meet the demands of the mortgage on the property, Mr. Curtis 
withdrew and the property passed again to the mortgagees, the Bas
com Estate. 

WHITE BROTHERS' MILLS 

In September, 1877, the good news was passed about in Jaffrey that 
Joseph N. and Zadoc L. White, sons of Nelson D. White, of Winchen
don, Massachusetts, had bought the Jaffrey mills, shut down since 
the failure of the previous owners, Stone Brothers & Curtis and later 
T. H. Curtis. This proved to be one of the most fortunate events in 
the history of Jaffrey. The country was recovering from the long 
depression following the panic of 1873 and a period of comparative 
prosperity lay ahead. The mill property at the time was in the hands 
of trustees, of whom Peter Upton as chairman sold to the White 
Brothers all the right, title, and interest of the previous owners, for 
thirty-five thousand dollars. The new owners were young and am
bitious and had thorough training in the business of cotton manu
facturing. 

The machinery in the mill, out of date and in poor condition, was 
immediately discarded and replaced with new machinery of the latest 
design. The enterprise was a success from the start. The saw and 



MILLS AND STORES 389 

grist mills connected with the business resumed operations and for 
some years were carried on with success, but as room was needed the 
woodworking machinery was removed and the building converted 
into a cloth packing and shipping department. 

Joseph N. White at this time spent much of his time in Jaffrey, and 
in June, 1878, came Joseph White to act as superintendent of the 
entire plant. No better choice could have been made, and it will 

WHITE BROTHERS' MILL ABOUT 1880 

always be counted by those who knew hirn best among the greatest 
of the benefits conferred upon Jaffrey by White Brothers when they 
brought here a man of such overflowing brotherly kindness that in 
name and spirit he was soon hailed as "Uncle Joe" by the entire 
community. 

In 1884 White Brothers enlarged their Jaffrey holdings by the 
purchase of the old Cheshire Factory for seven thousand dollars. 
It was in a run-down condition and without machinery, having been 
last used for the manufacture of wood pulp. They repaired the 
property, putting in new motive power, enlarging the canal and darn, 
equipping the mill with the latest machinery for carding and spin-
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ning, and making it an adjunct to their village mills. This addition 
to the previous plant proved a great advantage and, in the words of 
J. N. White, "This mill has ever been a success, and one of the most 
easily managed and best running plants we have been connected 
with." At this time the number of looms at the Jaffrey mill was 
increased to 243. 

In 1890 White Brothers bought the Raymond mill privilege on 
the Peterborough Road at the place now called Hadley Crossing, 
originally known as Davidson mill, a privilege on the Contoocook 
River holding the largest potential water power in Jaffrey. The 
intention at the time of purchase was to build upon it a new mill, 
called the St. Joseph Mill. For business reasons this plan was not 
realized, but the present increasing demand for electrical power un
doubtedly will eventually bring this unused energy again into play 
for the benefit of the community and State. 

In September, 1897, White Brothers commenced work on an ex
tension to their Jaffrey mill, an improvement which brought the 
number of looms to 384, and soon justified itself in increased volume 
of business. 

On the death of Joseph White in 1913, his son, Homer S. White, 
became superintendent of the Jaffrey mills, a position for which he 
was especially fitted by character and training, as he holds the respect 
and confidence of those in his employ. Mr. White continues in the 
position to the present time. In the fifty years of operation from 
1879 to 1929, the product of the mill increased from 1,352,087 yards 
of denims to 5,598,592 yards, or in other words, in 1929, 3,181 miles 
of denims were woven by the White Brothers' factory in East Jaffrey. 

THE CHESHIRE MILL 

For many years the Cheshire Factory was the largest manufactur
ing establishment in Jaffrey. In the ten years preceding its erection 
many advances had been made in the form of construction, as well 
as improvements in machinery and development of water power. 
These were utilized in the building and equipping of this mill. 

On January 16, 1823, Artemas Lawrence and William Wilder of 
Jaffrey deeded to the Cheshire Manufacturing Company, "land be
low the dam erected by said Company, part of the farm late of John 
H. Shedd." The following months the Shedd farm, now of Horace 
Deschenes, then described as of "about 200 acres, large brick house, 
two barns ... and also an excellent water privilege sufficient for a large 
factory," was offered for sale. 
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The factory was built in 1823, and on June 23 of that year the 
Cheshire Manufacturing Company was incorporated by act of Legis
lature by Thomas S. Fullerton, Nathaniel Fullerton, William Henry, 
Thomas T. Barrett, Thomas Robinson, Artemas Lawrence, William 
Wilder, Jonas M. Melville, William Ainsworth (the last four being 
residents of Jaffrey), and their associates, "to manufacture cotton 
goods or such other articles as may be conveniently associated there
with." The company was authorized to own capital to the extent 
of $150,000. The first meeting of the incorporators was called on 
August 5 following, by Artemas Lawrence and William Wilder, at 
Joel 0. Patrick's tavern. 

Five years later, 1828, the new factory was destroyed by fire, and 
at the following annual March meeting the town voted a rebate of 
taxes. The factory was rebuilt and next taxed in 1833, probably in
dicating a five years' exemption. At this time its valuation for taxa
tion was $24,000, which was twelve times the valuation of the older 
mill at Factory Village, now East Jaffrey. 

In 1844 the property was purchased by Addison Monroe. After 
a period of difficult financial sledding, the machinery in the mill 
passed into the hands of Alonzo Bascom in 184 7, and in 1854 Bascom 
bought the factory for six thousand dollars of Nathaniel Fullerton 
of Chester, and William Henry, of Rockingham, Vermont, original 
incorporators and mortgagees under foreclosure in March, 1852, from 
Addison Monroe. Bascom enlarged and improved the mills, which 
he sold in 1871 to Stone Brothers & Curtis for twenty-five thousand 
dollars. The Cheshire Factory was idle several years until the sum
mer of 1879, when, under the management of E. Sturdevant, it was 
put into operation for the manufacture of paper pulp and was called 
the "New Hampshire Pulp Mill." In 1884 it was purchased by 
White Brothers. 

THE TACK FACTORY 

It was a fortunate day that brought Wilbur Webster and his cut
lery works to Jaffrey, for in it lay the seeds of what is now the town's 
principal industry, the manufacture of tacks. Wilbur Webster be
gan his business career as engineer in charge of a sugar mill in Cuba, 
after which he established a cutlery business at North Bridgewater, 
now Brockton, Massachusetts, which in 1873 was moved to East 
Jaffrey, as above stated, where the higher altitude was the chief con
sideration. 

With ambitions beyond his established business, he sold his cutlery 
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interests to parties in Bennington, New Hampshire, and in company 
with Chester M. Jackson, a mechanic of rare skill, he began in 1897 
the manufacture of tacks under the name of the Granite State Tack 
Company, in his former cutlery mill on the site of the old Foster 
Fulling Mill, now occupied by the sawmill of August St. Pierre. In 
this enterprise, from the fine quality of its product, the company met 
with unusual success, selling the largest part of its product to the 
United Shoe Machinery Corporation of Boston, Massachusetts. 

In 1902 Wilbur Webster retired and was succeeded in the manage
ment of the business by his son, Wilbur E. Webster, who has had no 
superior as a business executive in the industrial history of the town. 
(See Biographies.) 

In the night of July 20, 1915, the factory of the Granite State Tack 
Company was so damaged by fire (see Fires) that it was later torn 
down. It was felt that the business should be continued, and to this 
end the United Shoe Machinery Corporation became interested, 
with a view at first to remove the plant to the shoe district of Massa
chusetts. The business, however, with its management and skilled 
employees, was so firmly established in Jaffrey that the townspeople 
felt this important industry should be retained, and with this under
standing, the demands of the business having already greatly ex
ceeded the capacity of the old plant, local capital was advanced for 
the erection of a modern concrete and steel sash building on a new 
site, containing 21,000 square feet of floor space for the installation 
of eighty tack machines. The business was further favored by an 
exemption from taxation for ten years. The new plant was com
pleted iit 1916, and equipped with the latest perfected machinery 
operated by electric power. So completely successful was the new 
enterprise from the start that all the money advanced by the citizens 
of Jaffrey was repaid within three years. 

With harmonious management and a personnel consisting of the 
highest skill to be obtained in the industry, the growth of the busi
ness has been rapid, it having been the largest contributing factor 
to the prosperity of the town and especially to the development and 
growth of East Jaffrey Village. The name "Tack Town" or "K. K. 
Village," from one of the trade names of the product of the factory, 
has been attached in common parlance to a lately developed locality 
in East Jaffrey Village adjacent to the tack factory. 

Subsequent additions to the plant and the acquisition in 1933 of 
the factory of the New Hampshire Match Company have increased 
the floor space nearly five hundred per cent, to 127,000 square feet 



Copyright-The Urquhart Studio 

Background: W.W. CRoss & COMPANY, lNc. 

Foreground: BEAN & SYMONDS CoMPANY 



MILLS AND STORES 393 

at the present time, where 350 employees operate 650 machines in 
two forty-four hour shifts, producing 1,045,000,000 tacks a week, with 
an annual sales volume of approximately two million dollars. 

For the first twenty-three years of its history, from 1897 to 1920, 
the factory was operated as the Granite State Tack Company; then, 
as the Granite State Tack Factory of the United Shoe Machinery 
Corporation from 1920 to 1932; and as W. W. Cross & Company, 
Incorporated, from 1932 to date. It has absorbed during the years 
tack plants in Braintree, Brockton, Dighton, Kingston, Raynham, 
Rockland, South Hanover, and Worcester, Massachusetts; St. Louis, 
Missouri; and Chicago, Illinois. In both number of machines operat
ing and in the tonnage produced it is today the largest manufacturer 
of tacks in the world, and is the principal source of supply for the 
shoe manufacturing, shoe repairing, automobile, furniture, uphol
stery, and wholesale hardware trades, with its product sold in every 
state in the Union. 

THE BEAN AND SYMONDS COMPANY 

In 1912 was brought to East Jaffrey an important addition to the 
industrial development of the town, in the moving of the Bean and 
Symonds manufacturing business from Rindge. The business, then 
in its fifth year and looking forward to a successful manufacturing 
career, had been established on a co-partnership basis in Rindge in 
1907 by Delcie D. Bean and Merrill G. Symonds, both young and 
enterprising business men (see Biographies), who devoted the first 
two years of their business venture principally to the buying and 
operating of timber lots and selling of lumber. In 1910 the firm 
entered the promising field of match block and box manufacture at 
West Rindge, where it occupied the old plant of the Diamond Match 
Company. 

Soon, however, larger possibilities for the expansion of business 
were offered in Jaffrey and in 1912 the business was moved to East 
Jaffrey village where a large tract of land between the railroad tracks 
and the Peterborough Road had been acquired for the purpose. 
Upon the erection of the large plant on the premises, operations were 
commenced in September of that year. At its new location the firm 
was incorporated under the name of Bean & Symonds Company, 
with Delcie D. Bean, president; E. K. Upton of Hancock, vice presi
dent; Merrill G. Symonds, treasurer, and 0. E. Cain of Keene, clerk. 

Marked success attended the business and in a few years it became 
the largest and best equipped concern engaged in its line of manu-
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facture in New England, employing over 150 men. To the former 
lines of business were added box shooks. 

In 1923 members of the firm, envisioning an opportunity to 
process completely their match block production, were instrumental 
in organizing the New Hampshire Match Corporation. A brick 
factory was erected near the East Jaffrey railroad station and the 
manufacture of matches was carried on for several years. In 1928 
the New Hampshire Match Company, together with Bean & Symonds 
Company, was absorbed into the Federal Match Company, a sub
sidiary of International Match Company, which was an integral 
part of the grandiose plans of Kreuger & Toll, international Swedish 
financiers, to monopolize the match business of the world. With 
the suicide of Ivar Kreuger in Paris in 1932, the vast fabric disin
tegrated, the Bean & Symonds plant in 1933 came again into the 
ownership of Merrill G. Symonds under the title of Bean & Symonds, 
Inc., with M. G. Symonds, President and Treasurer, and B. F. 
Worcester, Vice President, while the match factory became Plant 
No. 2 of W.W. Cross & Company. Since that time Bean & Symonds, 
Inc., have continued successfully the manufacture of box shooks, 
annually using several million feet of lumber. 

STORES AND TRADERS 

The early stores of Jaffrey were not exclusively emporiums of trade; 
they were clearing houses of news, forums of the people, schools of 
philosophy, and fountains of rejuvenation. From the beginning the 
storekeepers have been men of influence in the township, and their 
stores places where public opinion has been formed and town and 
national policies discussed. 

Who the first Jaffrey storekeeper was is conjectural, but to George 
Wallace seems to belong the honor of being the first settler designated 
as a "trader," although tradition speaks of the first storekeeper as 
a man by the name of Breed, but fails to give further particulars. 
George Wallace, a brother of Matthew Wallace, the pioneer, (see 
Volume II), came to the township during the proprietary period, 
but, his health failing, he sold to Collins Hathorn, likewise called a 
trader, lot 18 in range 5, and about 1774 returned to Londonderry 
where he died January 25, 1776. 

As already stated in this chapter, there was at an early date a store 
in the Hopkinson mansion in the southeast corner of the town, where 
David Sherwin added to his mill business that of a storekeeper. The 
business established by Sherwin was continued by his successors for 
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more than half a century. Here, in conjunction with his mill busi
ness, Jonathan Hopkinson himself may have also engaged in trade. 
Before coming to Jaffrey in 1763, his place of trade was New Ipswich, 
-to which many of his neighbors also resorted, and which was then a 
flourishing center of trade for the surrounding country. While still 
a resident of Rindge, Hopkinson was involved in a law suit with 
Colonel Reuben Kidder of New Ipswich over a store bill amounting 
to the not inconsiderable sum of seventy pounds. This bill was made 
up entirely of two alternating evenly balanced items, rum and sun
dries. It is not to be supposed that he was dipsomaniac to the ex
tent indicated by the bill, but a:; he was a good and obliging neighbor 
we may safely assume that the item of liquid refreshment charged 
-to his account provided for the necessities of stimulation to industry, 
as well as the bracing of the system against lurking disease and the 
stress of seasons among a wide circle of neighbors and friends whose 
means of travel and credit standing were less favorable than his own. 
In other words, he was himself a trader and carried the goods de
manded by his trade, and probably continued the business after 
coming to the newer town of Jaffrey. 

Colonel Jedediah Sanger (see Chapter XXXIX), who came to Jaf
frey in 1782, was one of the earliest storekeepers in the town. He 
lived near Gap Mountain, on the County Road from Marlborough to 
Rindge, where he kept tavern and store in his house, receiving farm 
produce, beef, and pork in exchange for store goods, which he ex
. changed in Boston for a new stock of store goods. From the County 
Court records it appears that Samuel Adams, contractor for building 
the Meeting-house, was called a "trader" in 1788 and 1790; and in 
1789 Arthur Taylor was similarly designated. Peter Jones, who came 
from New Ipswich, kept store at Jaffrey Center in the middle 1780's 
until his removal to Hallowell, Maine. Levi Raymond was a store
keeper in 1793 and 1794; George Barrett kept store in 1799; and 
Peter Lawrence, the first postmaster, in 1800. Samuel Minot (see 
Volume II) was a storekeeper in 1800 to 1801. 

The storekeepers named in the first recorded tax list in 1793 were 
Joseph Thorndike and David Sherwin. Sherwin's store has already 
been mentioned. Thorndike, who for eighteen years had been living 
on the old Robert Holmes farm, bought of Isaac Adams on April 13, 
1792, a store lot near the Common, on which he built and conducted a 
store with his sons for several years. Previously,-in 1790,-he had 
engaged in trade in partnership with David Page. The Thorndike 
store is now (1933) the residence of Charles S. Phelps. Thorndike's 
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successor in the business was Daniel Emory, who came from Rindge 
in 1806 and engaged in trade until May, 1808, when Thorndike ad
vertised his store for sale or rent, together with "dwelling house and 
barn and other privileges." Emory afterwards built a store on land 
of Laban Ainsworth where he engaged in mercantile business, 
and in manufacture of nest-boxes and dry measures. His store is, 
remembered by Edward H. Bailey as "the old yellow store at Jaffrey 
Center." According to the same authority, it was of the old fash
ioned, one-story type, with board shutters with a bar across the cen
ter to hold them when closed. It was later occupied as a store by 

THORNDIKE STORE-NOW HOME OF C. S. PHELPS 

William Lacy, and also in company with Ethan Cutter and Luke 
Sweetzer. On dissolution of the partnership, Lacy continued the 
business in the Thorndike store. 

Benjamin Cutter (see Volume II), who once sought permission to 
move the Meeting-house because it interfered with the approach 
to his tavern, opened a new store at Jaffrey Center in November, 
1794. He advertised his business in the Columbian Informer, a 
newspaper published in Keene, July 21, 1795, as follows: 

BENJ. CUTTER 
Begs leave to inform his customers and the public in general, that he has just 
received at his Variety Store, in Jaffrey, a handsome assortment of 

EUROPEAN, INDIA, & W. INDIA GOODS 
Having purchased his goods with ready pay, will be able to afford them at 

much better terms than has been usually done at any store, the same distance 
from the market. As there will be no credit given, those persons who wish to 
lay out their money to good advantage, are invited to call at the above store, 
where constant attendance will be given, and the smallest favor gratefully ac
knowledged by the Public's Humble Servant. 

N. B. All persons that are indebted are requested to make immediate pay
ment. Good butter received in payment at 9d per pound. 
Jaffrey, July 14, 1795. 
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One of the best known of the early traders in Jaffrey was David 
Page (see Volume II), who was taxed for stock in trade in 1801. In 
1803 his taxable valuation of stock in trade was one thousand dollars. 
His store and dwelling were on the site of the present brick church 
in Jaffrey Center. In April, 1804, the New Hampshire Sentinel car
ried an advertisement of an auction sale on April 16 and following 
days, "at the store of David Page, in Jaffrey, $7,000 worth of English 
and India goods, glass, crockery, etc. House and store will be sold if 
purchaser appears." Apparently no purchaser appeared, as Page 
continued in business until 1806, when, on January 15, he sold his 
business to Luke Wheelock, and on December 15, 1807, Page, then 
of Middlebury, Vermont, sold his store and lot in Jaffrey to Abishai 
Goodale of Hanover, New Hampshire, and Ebenezer Hosmer of 
Concord, Massachusetts. The following year they succeeded Luke 
Wheelock in the store business, which they carried on under the firm 
name of Goodale & Hosmer until October 5, 1809, when the partner
ship was dissolved and the business continued by Goodale until his 
store, dwelling, and other buildings were burned in November, 1809, 
(see Fires). 

In September, 1805, James Henderson bought of Samuel Buss a 
tract of land on the Turnpike, near the place now (1933) known as 
Maple Lawn Villa, building a house and store which he opened in 
1806, and was that year licensed to sell liquors "in his store." He 
leased the store to William Ainsworth twelve years later, after which 
he lived in Factory Village until 1833, when he sold his store property 
to Daniel L. Robbins and removed to Boston. 

In 1808 Francis Fletcher was licensed to "retail all sorts of spirituous 
liquors in the store adjoining in James Henderson's house for one 
year." He was afterward in company with Parker & Hough under 
the style, Francis Fletcher & Company, near the Common; Parker & 
Hough were also running a store in Keene at about the same time. 
The Jaffrey partnership was dissolved in November, 1811, and the 
store continued by Fletcher until July, 1812, when he called on all ac
counts for settlement, having" relinquished business for the present." 

Other storekeepers of the period were Jonathan Wheelock, who 
was a trader in the Thorndike store in 1810, 1811, and 1812, in addi
tion to carrying on a "potash"; Asa Brigham (see Biography), who 
kept store in conjunction with his tavern business; John Gilmore, 
who engaged in trade in Factory Village; Peter Clark, 1816; John 
Milliken, who succeeded his father in 1811 in the Milliken tavern; 
Henry Payson, and Amos Tenney. 
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Henry Payson (see Volume II) came to Jaffrey from Rindge in 1815 
and was a trader in the Thorndike Store building in partnership with 
Samuel L. Wilder, Esq., of Rindge. Two years later William Ains
worth became his partner, Wilder having withdrawn, and the business 
was carried on as H. Payson & Company until April, 1821, when 
Ainsworth withdrew. Payson continued the business until 1824, 
when he removed to Boston, where he formed a partnership with 
Marshall P. Wilder, son of his former partner in Jaffrey. In 1821 
the Payson store advertised carding machines for sale, indicating 
that they also carried machinery in their stock in trade. In Febru
ary, 1824, Payson sold his store to John Wright. 

Isaac J. and John Fox were storekeepers for a few years preceding 
February, 1832, when the partnership was dissolved and the books 
of the firm lodged with Asa Parker for collection. In August follow
ing, Lucius M. Howe announced to the public that he had taken the 
former store of Isaac J. and John Fox, in which he "proposes to carry 
a general assortment of West India goods, groceries (distilled liquors 
excepted), dry goods, crockery, glass, and hardware, drugs and medi
cines, and paints." He was taxed for stock in trade only one year. 

The rise of East Jaffrey Village, then Factory Village, as a business 
and social center was concurrent with the increased sale of small lots 
for houses, shops, and stores about 1820 and after. In 1808 Amos 
Tenney, a shoemaker, came to the village, then Spofford's Mills, 
and nine years later he built for a store the house in later years known 
as the Billings house, in which he engaged in trade until his removal 
to Claremont, New Hampshire, in 1822 (see Volume II). From 
1823 to 1827 Caleb Searle, who lived on the place now (1933) owned 
by Dr. W. J. Wilkins, kept store in a building north of the present 
office of White Brothers, Inc. In May, 1829, Samuel Hopkins in
formed "the inhabitants of Jaffrey that he has taken the store in 
Jaffrey Village, lately occupied by Mr. Searle, and has just received 
a general assortment of English and American goods, Crockery, 
Glass, Hard and Hollow ware, Paints, Family Medicines, Hats, &c." 

In 1814 John Stearns bought of The First Cotton and Woolen Fac
tory in Jaffrey, the store near the site of the present counting room 
of White Brothers, Inc., where he is said to have engaged in trade. 

Others who were in the mercantile business in Factory Village 
before 1850 included Charles Stearns, Solomon Richardson, and 
Perkins Bigelow, as Charles Stearns & Company, before 1843; and 
Aaron P. Watson, a taverner in Abijah Pierce's tavern on the Village 
Square, was a storekeeper from 1847 to 1850. 
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Joel 0. Patrick, storekeeper at Jaffrey Center (see Volume II), built 
in 1826 the store building in East Jaffrey now (1933) owned by Fred 
L. Cournoyer, which with its heavy cornice, low roof, long windows, 
and piazza, departed widely from the common type of his day. The 
next year John M. Maynard & Company occupied Patrick's new 
store, but in 1828 Patrick engaged in trade there. The following 
year he advertised his store for sale, described as "a good situation 
for a person to establish himself in business in the country." The 
store was purchased in 1830 by Hiram Duncan, who sold out in 1836, 
removing to Springfield, Vermont. Returning the same year, he 

MAIN STREET, EAST JAFFREY (1907), FORMER PATRICK STORE AT RIGHT 

bought his former stand, conducting it until his death in 1840. From 
1840 Peter Upton, son-in-law and since 1837 equal partner of Mr. 
Duncan, continued the business as Peter Upton & Company, ad
mitting his brother, Ebenezer, to a quarter interest in 1847. In 1851 
the firm name was changed to E. Upton & Company, with Charles H. 
Powers, clerk for two years, holding a quarter interest. Ebenezer 
Upton died in 1860 and Peter Upton sold his own and his brother's 
share to Mr. Powers and James L. Bolster. The partnership lasted 
one year, when Mr. Bolster withdrew and Mr. Powers carried on, 
excepting a four years' absence on consular service in Canada, until 
his death in 1885, the last years in partnership with Marcellus M. 
Bascom. In turn, Mr. Bascom continued the business until his death 
in 1899, Lewis W. Davis, a clerk since 1888 and Mr. Bascom's part
ner in various enterprises, then taking it over. Mr. Davis sold the 
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business in 1911 to Spencer L. Taylor of Acton, Massachusetts, who 
continued under the firm name of Davis, Taylor Company until 1920, 
when he sold to Fred L. Cournoyer. Mr. Cournoyer at the same time 
purchased the building, in which he continues the business. 

In 1827 John Wright, grandson of old Matthew Wright, the Jaf
frey pioneer, built the store building now (1933) owned and occupied 
by Abbott Clothing and Furniture Company. Wright had pre
viously been a merchant in the former Thorndike store at Jaffrey 
Center, where in 1826 he was licensed to sell liquors. In 1833 he 
gave a chattel mortgage of his stock in trade in his new store, which 
affords an interesting glimpse into the country store of his day: 

1,500 yds. calico; 146 silk, 20 yds. Cambrick; 16 yds; Linen; 6 yds. Cambric; 
25 muslin; 1 piece ponge; 10 silk handkerchiefs 21; 10 silk handkerchiefs 1 /; 1 doz. 
Tibet handkerchiefs; 3 Raw Silk Shalls; 8 yds. broadcloth; 2 yds. blue broadcloth; 
27 yds. mixed cassimere; 90 yds. brown Cambric; 51 yds. Figured & plain Bom
bazette; 25 yds. A gingham; 25 Robroy and Tartan Plaids; 35 yds. Flannel; 12 
fulled cloth; 35 blue velvet; 1 piece foundation muslin; 15 cotton & wool Flannel; 
40 Bleach sheeting & shirting; 150 brown shirting; 60 Scotch gingham; 6 dozen 
side combs; 200 yds. ribbon; 100 lbs. candle wicking; 12 dozen blue edge plates; 
4 tea sets; 600 lbs. cheese. 

The story has trickled down the years that it was an event in the 
community calling for neighborly assistance when the proprietor 
rolled in a new hogshead of rum and horsed it up in the back store. 
Those were trustful days, and close by this fountain of rejuvenation 
was a board nailed to a post, on which were written the names of men 
of credit and substance in the community. Morning, noon, and 
night they came, the dusty miller, the tired carpenter, or the neigh
boring farmer, for their little draught of life-so many "nippers," 
according to the burden of the day or stress of the seasons-and when 
they had refreshed themselves they chalked down their honest score 
until by barter or otherwise it should suit their convenience to erase 
the account. 

In 1836 Captain Wright was succeeded by Myrick, Smith & Com
pany until 1840, when Joseph Myrick alone carried on the store. The 
next two years Joseph Wilson conducted the business, and was suc
ceeded by Samuel Smith, who, in turn, was followed by Eleazer S. 
Foster, who continued in partnership with Daniel G. Brown until 
1850. In the spring of 1854 William Lacy, a merchant in the former 
Thorndike store at Jaffrey Center, bought and stocked the Foster 
store, in which he placed his son, James S. Lacy, becoming himself a 
partner in 1857 until his death in 1869. James S. Lacy continued 
the business until his death in May, 1905, when Frank H. Baldwin 
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(see Volume II) bought the Lacy store property, continuing in busi
ness until 1919 as dealer in ready-made clothing, men's furnishings, 
and groceries. In 1919 Fred L. Cournoyer purchased' the grocery 
business, which he moved to the former Bascom store across the 
Square, Louis F. Meyers taking over the dry goods business. In 
1920 Mr. Meyers bought the store building and added a line of gro
ceries to his business, which he carried on until 1924, buying also the 
store at Jaffrey Center now owned by Charles F. Meyers. For sev
eral years past the old Lacy building has been owned and occupied by 
the Abbott Clothing Company. 

About the middle of the nineteenth century there was a general 
movement in this section to establish "Protective Unions," although 
none of these stores seemed to last long. The Cheshire Republican 
& Farmer, a newspaper published at Keene, in its issue of May 2, 
1850, stated: 

The citizens of East Jaffrey are about organizing a Protective Union in that 
place. The objects are briefly set forth in the following extract which we make 
from their Preamble: 

Whereas the producing classes receive so small an equivalent for their excessive 
toil that in many cases no surplus remains after purchasing the necessaries of 
life; and whereas they with their small means are subjected to a disadvantage in 
making their purchases alone, which a union of their capital would overcome; 
and whereas it is desirable to create a feeling of brotherhood among us, and to 
establish a just and economical method for the production and distribution of 
the fruits of our labors; to relieve society of the necessity of paying great profits 
to overcome bad debts; to establish such a system of exchange as shall protect 
labor and associate products into an organization for their benefit and to secure to 
each the strength of all .... 

Any person may become a member by paying $10 and signing the constitution. 
All such receive their goods at 6% above cost and all not members at 10%. Any 
widow or indigent person can receive their goods the same as members by loan
ing the sum of $10 to the institution for a time not less than one year. 

The store established at this time was the East Jaffrey Protective 
Union which, after nearly four years' existence, was dissolved March 
31, 1854. The dissolution notice was signed by J. T. Bigelow, agent. 

Previous to this venture, Joseph T. Bigelow (see Volume II) had 
been in the employ of Foster & Brown in the store now (1932) owned 
and occupied by Abbott Clothing Company, which he afterward 
operated. After 1854 he opened a store in the Fox building at Jaf
frey Center now occupied by the U.S. Post Office and store of Charles 
F. Meyers, for an association under the style of Jaffrey Protective 
Union Company. This was followed by a new organization known 
as Jaffrey Union Company, which he successfully managed until he 
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engaged in business on his own account in a new store which he built 
on the north side of Main Street, opposite his residence, until his 
death in 18~2, after which the store building came into possession 
of his daughters and the business was continued by S. Herbert Mower 
and Frank H. Chase until the building was burned on September 21, 
1910, (see Fires). 

In 1873 a new mercantile business was started in East Jaffrey by 
Walter L. Goodnow, who opened a store in the Bank Building 
with one clerk and used a wheelbarrow for delivery (see Biography 
and Volume II). After the destruction by fire of the Bank Building 
a new store was built by A. J. Bemis on North Street, which the Good
now Store occupied until 1897, when the present large and convenient 
store building was erected. The business was favored with unprece
dented growth and expanded into the Goodnow syndicate of twenty
three stores in four New England States. Walter L. Goodnow was 
soon joined in the business by his brothers. In 1893 he moved to 
Keene, where he established the W. L. Goodnow Company still in 
operation, and was soon joined by his brother, Windsor H. Goodnow. 
(See Goodnow record in Volume II.) From 1890 Wayland H. Good
now was connected with the store in East Jaffrey until his death in 
1928. The business is successfully managed at the present time by 
Edward L. Fay and Arthur M. Hatch. 

With a population of 1,497 in 1850, the Federal Census of that 
year credits the town of Jaffrey with one druggist, George F. Adams, 
nineteen years of age. Four years later George G. Law was proprietor 
of an apothecary shop at the east end of the bridge on Main Street, 
in a building on the site of the present Standard Oil Company gasoline 
station. Mr. Law continued the business until his death in 1868, 
having as partner in the last years of his life his brother, Charles D. 
Law, who succeeded to the business. In 1873 Stephen Burlingame 
Fiske opened a drug store in the Bank Building. He was burned out 
in the great fire of 1875 (see Fires) but continued the business in a 
building on the opposite side of the Square, previously owned by 
Luther Durant and Lewis S. Jaquith, merchant tailors. In 1879 Fiske 
left town and was succeeded in the business by Dr. George C. Dun
can who conducted for many years the "Family Drug Store" in the 
former Jaquith tailor shop on the site of the present Duncan Block. 
After the death of Dr. Duncan his son, George H. Duncan, continued 
the business until January, 1920, during which period the old build
ing was replaced by a concrete structure. In 1920 the business was 
incorporated under the style of "Duncan, the Druggist, Inc.," and 
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continues in operation to the present time. In 1926 another drug 
store was opened by Felix O'Neil, which continues to the present 
time in the new Bean Block, as the Rexall Store. 

In 1900 a millinery store was opened by Mrs. Mary J. Labonte in 
the Mower Block, which was burned in 1927. She continues at the 
present time in the Burpee Block, having in recent years added other 
lines to her business. Romolo Vanni in 1912 came to East Jaffrey, 
where he conducts a successful fruit store business. In 1899 Elie 
Belletete opened a general store in the former Goodnow store on 
North Street, which he has conducted to the present time with his 
sons. In 1916 Charles M. Deschenes purchased the meat business 
of Peter E. Hogan, which he continues in a building on Main Street. 
Space does not permit an extended account of all the stores doing 
business at the present time. Most of these are mentioned in the 
genealogical records of their owners and proprietors in Volume II 
and also in the first chapter of the present volume. With a popula
tion of a rising twenty-six hundred, the combined stock in trade of 
the twenty or more stores in the township is assessed at $57,435 the 
present year (1933). 

The vicissitudes of time and progress have wrought a change in the 
character of the old-time general store, which fifty or more years ago 
kept for sale everything from an ox-bow to a jews-harp or cambric 
needle. Perhaps among the institutions of the old days there is none 
more fondly remembered than the "Village Senate," a coterie of re
tired business men, artisans, and farmers, who used to gather around 
the old wood-burning stove in Lacy's store, or on the piazza of Powers' 
store, in whittled-bottom chairs provided for their comfort, and be
fore an audience of men and boys discussed at length all matters of 
public and private interest. But the spirit of modern enterprise has 
been the death of local philosophy, and the old wood-burning stoves 
and whittled-bottom chairs have been relegated to the limbo of out
worn things. 




